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Victory Crowning Victory 
By Thomas O. Blair 


I die daily. —1 Cor. 15: 
I am crucified with Christ : alae I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me. — Gal. 2 
Ye are dead, and your life j is ohid with Christ in God. — Col. 3:3. 
HOU diest daily, Paul? Pray tell me how. 
What man e’re lived more full of life than thou? 
Doth life flow on in full, resistless tide 


Through him who thus with Christ is crucified? 


But why this anguish none can understand? 

“TI love thee, child; I hold thee by thy hand,” 

The Strong One saith: “If thou dost die each day, 
Thou livest well. Go gladly on thy way.”’ 


Such fellowship with Him who died for me, 
Who wore my chains to set a captive free, 
Who turneth anguish into joy supreme, 

Is life indeed, beyond my highest dream. 


Whate'er the danger or the deep distress, 

To Him I closer and still c.oser press, 

Though heavens fall, and earthly storms beat wild, 
*Tis heaven to hear Him whisper, ‘* Yes, my child; 


«J know it all; I fully understand ; 

I hold thee in the hollow of my hand, 

And victory crowning victory thine shall be, 
Who diest daily, thus to live in me.” 








The Angels on Jacob's Ladder 


It is easy to identify Jacob’s ladder; but can we 
so easily identify the beings who step its rungs? In 
his great sermom at the General Assembly on “Recon- 
ciliation through Jesus Christ,” Dr. Macartney “said: 
“Christ is the ladder that God has let down from 
heaven to earth. His body, broken for sinners, is our 
way of reconciliation. By him the angels of our peni- 
tence and faith go up, and by him the blessed angels 
of a and reconciliation come down.” The 
late Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas once gave expres- 
sion to a similar beautiful thought, but expressed it a 
little differently : “Christ i is our freedom of communi- 
cation with God,” he said, “and the angels on the 


ladder are going up with our prayers and coming back 
with the answers; up with our burdens and back with 
peace and joy; coming down with gifts and going up 
with our acceptance of them; up with confession, and 
down with holiness.” The important thing for us is 
to abide at the foot of the Ladder. 


sv” 


Destroying the Jews 


Russia has announced, in recent years, that it 
would destroy God. Russia and other nations have 
decided, over and over again, that they would destroy 
the Jews. It is as easy to destroy the Jews as to de- 
stroy God,—no easier. For God decided, before the 
foundation of the world, that the Jews should not be 
destroyed; God has given his word for this; and God 
keeps his word. In a remarkable sermon on the Jews 
the Rev. H. O. Van Gilder, pastor of the Central Bap- 
tist Church of Columbus, Ohio, has said: “Time after 
time has the Devil massed his @c-ces to exterminate 
the Jews, time after time have men pursued them to 
the verge of,destruction, time after time have bloody 
hands been reached out to clutch the last remnant, and 
time after time the pursuit has ended with a crash 
as their enemies have plunged headlong and_ blindly 
against the adamantine wall of the promises of God!” 
What a blessing to the world that adamantine wall of 
God is! What a blessing to us, when Satan seeks to 
destroy us! Are we sharing in the blessing that God 
has pledged to those who bless the Jews? 


=< 


Insinscere Unbelief 


So many lives are being poisoned and wrecked by 
the teachings of Modernism, offered in the name of 
Christianity, that the time has come to deal unsparingly 
with this devastating work. Dr. Machen of Princeton 
has done a great service in his book, “Liberalism and 
Christianity,” in proving that Modernism is not an 
adaptation of Christianity but an entirely different and 
therefore false religion. As in the case of all false 
religions, its foundation is the lie, just as Satan, eter- 
nally opposed to Christ, is the father of liars. This 
means that Modernism is necessarily insincere and un- 
truthful, as a system. There are sincere individuals, 
unconsciously deceived by Modernism, to whom this 
statement would not apply. But there are others whose 
subterfuges in attempting to prove their case can be 
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Back 


6 HE back pews of Dr. Maclaren’s church are 
in the nooks and corners of the earth.” So 
reads a sentence taken from a review in the 

advertising pages of Dr. Alexander Maclaren’s “Ex- 

positions of Holy Scripture.” 

Thus do we see how the printing press enlarges the 
ministry of some men. Radio is doing it to-day in a 
more direct sense, though not necessarily more ef- 
fectively. At the same time that the preacher is de- 
livering his message to his visible congregation, he 
may be preaching to a vaster, invisible assembly in 
the nooks and corners of the earth. 

The back pews are no longer the last seats in the 
church edifice; they are far beyond its walls. The 
back pews seen from the pulpit are now really up 
front, pushed into prominence by those that are cut 
of sight. Churches have been mysteriously enlarged, 
and . “there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool 
of iron heard in the house, while it was in building.” 

When we think of these hidden, “far-flung” back 
pews we realize that God has his own way of reach- 
ing the man who has no place for the church. The 
church may now embrace his house. The preacher’s 
voice may penetrate the walls of his home, and stir his 
conscience while he sits complacently in his easy chair 
“listening in.” Before he can “tune out” the Holy 
Spirit may have “tuned in” that which will abide for- 
ever. 

The printed page has long been ministering to the 
back pews of the world, unhindered by statics, and 
giving opportunity for prolonged meditation upon every 
word and sentence. 


explained only by insincerity. Thus Mr. Bryan, in a 
recent address in Philadelphia, said this: “Modern- 
ists deny the bodily resurrection of the Saviour. They 
cannot contend that there is lack of confirmation of 
the account of the resurrection. In denying the virgin 
birth, they are always careful to refer to the fact 
that it is only mentioned by Matthew and Luke, as if 
they would believe it had Mark and John confirmed it. 
This is mere subterfuge; they reject the account of 
the resurrection also although it is recited with details 
in all four of the Gospels and is referred to in nearly 
every book in the New Testament.” In other words, 
when the Modernist thinks he sees an opportunity of 
using the Bible to prove his false positions, he speaks 
of the Bible with great respect; when the Bible is 
obviously against him, he sets it aside as of no value. 
Is.this a fair and honest way to deal with any book? 


_ 
Responsibility to Our Generation 


Every Christian has a responsibility to his own 
generation. He has many responsibilities, radiating 
out in something like concentric spiritual waves, to 
his own home, to his neighborhood, his church, his 
community, his country,—then this still wider one. 
The Bible puts unexpected emphasis on “generations.” 
The inspiring Spirit has given us in the Book itself 
an analysis of Genesis and it hinges around the word 
“generation,” as for example, Genesis 2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 
10:1, and others. Our Lord lived just a generation 
of thirty- three years and the Book of Acts is a sam- 
ple of how the Spirit wrought in the Church for just 
about a generation. Mordecai helped Esther realize 
her responsibility to her generation when he said: 
“Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” Dr. A. J. Gordon coined 
the phrase, “the evangelization of the world in this 
generation,” and Dr. John R. Mott used it as the title 
of his great missionary book. But the responsibility 
for the generation, beginning when that book was 
written, in 1900, has not yet been fully realized, for 
the lost world has many unevangelized spots. No 
iiian liveth unto himself. His responsibility may be 
more or less automatic and unconscious, but he ought 
at least once to ask God to give him a full realization 
of it. And then when his final call comes it can be 
as truly said of him as Paul said of David in his ser- 
mon in Antioch of Pisidia: “After he had served his 
own generation by the will of God [he], fell on sleep.” 


Pews 


Let us not think of the people in the unseen back 
pews, however, as all averse to church-going. Thou- 
sands would gladly occupy the front rows if they 
could, but numerous causes prevent their willing at- 
tendance. 

The back pews are in the nooks and corners of the 
earth; some of them more than many a Sabbath 
day’s journey from the nearest church. Fortunate in- 
deed are the occupants if they can “listen in.” To 
them the printed page is a veritable GODSEND, with 
every lettér a capital. 

We generally think of the nooks and corners of the 
earth as the distant, out-of-the-way places of our 
own and other lands, including the scattered, isolated 
islands of the sea. In these nooks and corners we find 
lonely lighthouse keepers, caring “for those in peril 
on the sea.” Intrepid explorers, far from civiliza- 
tion, belong for the time being to the back pews. May 
we not also include the men who “go down to the sea 
in ships, that do business in great waters,” hazarding 
their lives, often for months at a time? Every night 
there are some who find a watery grave, and leave 
loved ones on far off shores to mourn their loss. The 
break of each bright day for some means a “hope- 
less dawn” for others. In the matter of service, our 
noble missionaries are in the front rank, but, in rela- 
tion to distance from their home churches, they are 
in the back pews. To what nooks and corners of the 
earth they do go! 

Each reader can call to mind some nook or corner 
of the earth where dwells a lonely soul. But let us 
not forget that the back pews are sometimes nearer 
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than we realize. All great cities have their nooks 
and corners with their undiscovered souls. Even in 
small country communities there are generally some 
folks who live apart from the rest —strangers and 
foreigners all their days. Not a few of them are fret- 
‘ting out their lives unloved, uncared for, and alone, 
,Some seem born shy, while others, through poverty, 
inexperience, lack of wisdom or education, physical de- 
fects or ailments, have shyness thrust upon them. Some 
‘Jocalities contain a superabundance of snobbish people 
'who frown simpler souls into the nooks and corners. 
{Many seek the refuge of the nooks and corners be- 
cause of past sin or folly. They dare not come be- 
yond the back pews even of some churches, though 
they have long repented and found God’s forgive- 
mess, because some unchristlike Christians will remem- 
jber against them what God remembers no more for- 
vever. 

: “When he cometh to make up his jewels,” the Lord 
of Glory will find some gems of the first water in the 
nooks and corners of the earth. A great deal of the 
iworld’s deepest and truest thinking is done in these 
unseen back pews, as we so often discover when an 
occupant is brought to the front. Away in the nooks 
and corners of the earth peope have time to meditate, 
to think things through, to pray unhurriedly, and to 
wait patiently for answers to their prayers. God only 
knows how many blessings come to us in the more 
;populous and popular places of the earth, because of 
\the faith, loyalty, and devotion of those who dwell in 
the lonesome nooks and corners. Let such realize 
that the Lord and Saviour is not unmindful of them. 
“Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Before Philip 
ee thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw 
thee. 

The wrong-doers who seek refuge in the nooks and 
corners of the earth can no more get away from God 
than could our first parents when they sought to hide 
themselves among the trees of the garden. Many 
a sinner takes the back pew in the church with a view 
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to slipping out unnoticed at the close of the service. 
But, when the Spirit of God is present, he finds it 
just as conspicuous as the front. To his everlasting 
astonishment he finds himself wending his way up 
front, never again wanting to sneak into the back 
pew, for now he is a sinner saved by grace, and his 
— yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
rd, 

Let us who are in the front pews, figuratively speak- 
ing, not forget those who are in the back pews. Send 
them an occasional word of cheer. When traveling 
look them up. Pass on to them the books, magazines, 
and religious periodicals that have brought inspira- 
tion, strength, and comfort to our own souls. Where 
possible invite those in the back pews to come up front. 
Look for them as for hid treasure. Let the world 
know how much they are contributing to its welfare. 

Those living in the nooks and cerners of the earth 
should often be remembered in private, public, and 
family prayer. 

Opportunities for personal evangelism are to be 
found, both in city and country, by getting after souls 
that dwell apart through various slights, fancied and 
real, or because of sins and shortcomings. A nook 
and corner campaign might bring some delightful sur- 
prises to many of our churches. 

You back pew saints and sages in the far corners 
of the earth, let those in the front pews sometimes 
hear from you. It is a great day for the Church of 
Christ when some Dan Crawford in the long grass of 
Central Africa gets his “Thinking Black” into print. 
The front pews need the back a great deal more than 
they realize. When great voices are heard from dis- 
tant places in the earth we suddenly find our pews are 
reversible; the back then become front, and the front 
back. We never know when God will start a voice 
crying in the wilderness, but we do know that the cities 
will flock to hear it.as did Jerusalem, and all Judea, 
and the region round about Jordan, when John was 
heard crying, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight.” 





Apostasy Among Missionaries in China 


From two missionaries in China whose names are 
well known throughout the Christian world, and whose 
personal friendship is counted a blessing by the Edi- 
tor of The Sunday School Times, information has 
come concerning an event that occurred in Peking, on 
Easter Sunday of this year, which will shock and sad- 
den the hearts of God’s people everywhere. One of 
these missionaries writes: 


Do you know what is going on here these days? The 
énclosed clippings are from to-day’s China Press. Dr. 
and I have groaned over it, and as a relief to 
my feelings I am sending to you, that you may perhaps 
a little more intensely realize how great a battle we 
are up against in China. It’s bad enough to combat 
the forces of heathen darkness on their own ground, 
but when it comes to such mass-meetings as these de- 
scribed, held on Sundays, widely advertised in Chinese 
and English newspapers, and led by a so-called ‘“mis- 
sionary’ —for such the Chinese always call Gilbert 
Reid — one feels as though all hell is arrayed against 
the old Gospel! 

And this sort of thing is beginning to become quite 
a customary program for Sunday afternoons in Shang- 
hai. It is not long since some other “Internationa! Re- 
ligious “Association” used one of our most beautiful 
; parks for the erection of shrines artistic and attractive 

enough to grip the heart of the most esthetic, and here, 

too, an effort was made to draw worshipers of all 
religions together, for among the trees and flowering 
shrubs and winding paths among rocks and waterfalls 
could be found the shrine to Buddha, to Confucius, to 

Mohamet, and— it seems too blasphemous to tell, but 

the fact remains, to Jesus Christ! 

But, thank God, there can still be found some real 
Gospel Halls where on Sunday afternoons one hears the 
old Gospel and where the multitudes fill the rooms to 
hear that there is but one Name under heaven by which 
men may be saved — Jesus! 

Oh, pray for us here in poor, dark China! Pray for 
a mighty spirit of conviction for sin to come upon 
those once missionaries of the Cross, who are failing 
Him, the Christ of Calvary, in these days when this 
land as never before needs Jesus only! 

With a breaking heart over this sad situation, but 
rejoicing that there is a day of victory coming for 
our Lord and Saviour, 








The missionary who wrote this letter is being greatly 
used of God in soul winning. The other missionary, 
whose letter follows, is doing a great work in having 
sound Christian literature translated into Chinese, to 
help to counteract the poisonous effects of the Mod- 
ernistic and critical literature now so freely used by 
missionaries and Chinese Christians. The latter mis- 
sionary writes: 


I enclose herewith clippings from the North China 
Daily News of Shanghai, giving an account of recent 
doings in Peking, which one cannot but regard as a 
disgraceful betrayal of Christ and his Gospel to his 

{ enemies, 





However the misguided men responsible for this af- 
fair choose to regard it, the enemies of Christianity 
consider it a great victory for their side. 

Mr. Lew is Dean of Theology in Peking University, 
and a leading representative of the National Christian 
Council of China. His action shows clearly the dis- 
astrous results of Modernism, the logical outcome of 
“liberalizing” propaganda in China, and the National 
Council in justice to the Home Churches should come out 
clearly and protest against Mr. Lew’s action, or it will 
justly be held responsible for it and for sympathy with 
his attitude. 

It is high time that the churches at home tell the 
so-called ‘Liberals’ where they stand. Either they 
should stand up loyally for the old Gospel, to teach 
which the churches pay them salary, or if they do not 
believe the Gospel and intend to teach the opposite, 
let them come out in a manly way and say so. Com- 
mon honesty requires this. 


_ The incident that has so distressed these two mis- 
sionaries, and concerning which evangelical Christians 
of every denomination in the home churches should 


* be fully informed, is as follows: 


An organization called the International Institute of 
China’s Society of All Religions, at the head of which 
is Dr. Gilbert Reid, formerly an American (Northern) 
Presbyterian missionary, but not iow representing 
any missionary board, arranged for Easter Sunday a 
great meeting in the Yingtai Palace, at which were 
assembled more than a thousand persons representing 
all religions and many nationalities, to meet the Pan- 
chen Lama of Tibet. 

This Panchen Lama is believed by his followers to 
be os Living Buddha, and is referred to as “the man- 
god.” 

And on the anniversary of the day on which the 
only begotten Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, was 
raised from the dead, having overcome death and be- 
ing the only Saviour of men, this great meeting in 
Peking brought together Buddhists, Tews, Greek Cath- 
olics, patie professing Protestant Christians, includ- 
ing a member of the faculty of an evangelical mis- 
sion school, Confucianists, Taoists, Mohammedans, — 
all gathered together to pay homage to the Living 
Buddha. : 

The following is from the North-China Daily News: 


“The spacious second court of the Yingtai Palace 
was reserved by permission of the Panchen Lama for 
the audience. A large impressive platform was built 
in front of the door to the hall leading into the pri- 
vate third court where Tibet’s spiritual leader resides 
while a guest of the Peking Government. A _ hand- 
some chair covered with imperial yellow, in the center 
S the rear of the platform, was provided for the Pan- 
chen ee 

“The other members of the procession which es- 
corted the Panchen Lama shortly after three o’clock 
on Sunday afternoon to the audience remained stand- 
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ing during the entire ceremony. A group of lamas 
from the-famous Lama Temple in Peking, the Yungho 
Kung, sat on the floor around the platform and chanted 
a welcome as the procession wended its way from the 
interior court to the platform. Dressed in their pic- 
turesque lama robes of yellow, the chanters added a 
rich color to the pageantry of the setting. The Pan- 
chen Lama remained seated throughout the ceremony 
and did not leave until the end of the program, when 
a farewell chant was rendered by Buddhist priests 
from the leading temple in Peking, Hsien Liang Sze. 
All present arose and bowed three times to the Panchen 
Lama, who acknowledged each bow by bending his 
head and smiling, whereupon he was escorted back to 
his Own private court. ... 

“The Panchen Lama preserved a peaceful demeanor 
during the program, his lips moving throughout the 
ceremony, in prayer and blessing. At the conclu- 
sion he blessed several boxes of incense sticks, tied 
together with the official colors, yellow and orange, 
and these sticks were later distributed among the ladies. 

“With the beginning of the chant by the lamas 
shortly after three o’clock, the large audience quieted 
and awaited with expectancy the arrival of the Panchen 
Lama to fill the seat of honor. In the procession 
were Prince Kung, Mr. Chao Erh-hsun, Dr. Reid, as 
Chairman of the Society of All Religions, the two 
head priests of the Buddhist temple, Hsien Liang Sze, 
two abbotts from the leading Taoist temple, Po Yun 
Kuan of White Cloud Temple outside Peking, two 
leading lamas (hutuktus) from Kansu province ap- 
pointed last year by President Tsao Kun to escort the 
Panchen Lama to Peking, eight Tibetan lamas in the 
party of the Panchen Lama, Dr. Philippe de Vargas, 
representing Christianity in Europe; Dr. T. T. Lew, 
representing Christianity in China, Baron Steel de 
Holstein, the Sanscrit and. Tibetan authority, and a 
representative of Hinduism. In the audience were 
representatives of other religions, notably Bishop 
Simon of the Eastern Orthodox Church, the Pei Kuan, 
Peking, 

“The program, which was not definitely arranged 
until the last minute, until approval had been fully 
obtained by the Panchen Lama, included. a_render- 
ing of “God So Loved the World,” .from Stainer’s 
“Crucifixion,” bythe Peking Choral Society, led by 
Mr. Eric G. Clarke, and including about a hundred 
voices, and an Eastern anthem by the choir of boys 
from the Eastern Orthodox Church, with a concluding 
chant by the Buddhists from Hsien Liang Sze.” 

While the Christians present were denying their 
Lord by rendering what a keen observer living in 
Peking calls “nothing less than worship and obei- 
sance, which was being made to him [the Panchen 
Lama] as the Incarnation of Buddha,” the Lama him- 
self “remained loyal to his religion, and he exhorted 
his hearers to join his group without delay and study 
the Buddhist Sacred Books.” 


The China Press notes that on this “extraordinary 
occasion,” the representatives of the various states 
“gathered to voice their hope that all would work to- 
gether for a better world, peace among nations, and 
peace among religions.” Apparently no one present 
believed that “there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved,” than 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

While Dr. Gilbert Reid, fortunately, represents no 
evangelical Christian denomination. or mission to-day, 
the same cannot be said of Dr. T. T. Lew. As the 
missionary’s letter above points out, Dr. Lew is a 
leading member of the Chinese National Christian 
Council, and he is Dean of Theology in Peking Uni- 
versity. This is the university of which the president 
is J. Leighton Stuart, D.D., a missionary of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church. Several years ago The Sun- 
day School Times and Dr. Griffith Thomas called at- 
tention to the distressingly unbelieving public utter- 
ances of Dr. Stuart, in his openly expressed rejection 
of the full inspiration, authority, and inerrancy of the 
Scriptures. Both the Southern Presbyterian and 
Northern Presbyterian denominations of America unite 
in the work of Peking University, together with the 
Methodist and the London Missionary Society. A 
secretary of one of our denominational mission boards 
has said, “The Peking University is a vigorous out- 
post of positive and constructive Christianity in Chima’s 
capitai.” 

Yet our foreign mission boards in the homelands 
usually say that they know of no instances of apos- 
tasy, or denial of the faith, in their own work on the 
foreign field, and that whenever well authenticated 
instances are brought to their attention they will deal 
with them properly. 

In view of such tragic apostasy as this, it is not 
strange that sound Christians at home are sorely troub- 
led by the problem of their relationship to the boards 
that permit denial of the faith in the work for which 
they are responsible. May God grant that those in 
charge of the foreign missionary work of our evan- 
gelical denominations may see the facts as they really 
are, and may cleanse the work of all that is threaten- 
ing its life and power. 


In connection with the above Notes on Open Letter, Sun- 
day School Times readers will be interested in ““ Modern- 
ism in China, "’,a booklet giving the startling findings of the 
late W. H. Griffith Thomas, D. D., when he visited Chinese 
mission fields a few years'ago. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, at 25 cents. 
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Is it a reliable help toward the understanding of 
the precise meaning of God’s Word ? 


Dr. Moffatt’s “New Translation of the Old Testament” 


By Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D. 

















tion,” the American publishers describe it as the 

“first translation of the Old Testament since the 
publication of the King James Version in 1611.” This 
statement is incorrect. But it reminds us that the 
version with which this “New Translation” must stand 
comparison is the Authorized Version. Three out- 
standing differences at once appear. First, the Author- 
ized Version was the work of a number of able schol- 
ars who spent about four years on its preparation. Dr. 
Moffatt’s translation is the work of a single scholar, 
whose studies have been largely in the New Testa- 
ment field. Secondly, the 1611 translators were in- 
structed to make as few changes in the version then 
in recognized use as “the truth of the original would 
permit.” Dr. Moffatt’s version is a new translation, 
obviously designed to be as unlike the Authorized Ver- 
sion as possible. Thirdly, the Authorized Version was 
a faithful translation of the Scriptures with the aid 
of the ancient versions. The scholars who made it 
had the utmost respect for what Jerome called “the 
Hebrew verity,” and were supremely concerned to 
translate it, to tell the reader exactly what it said. 
Dr. Moffatt, being a “higher critic,” believes “the tra- 
ditional or ‘massoretic’ text is often desperately. cor- 
rupt,” and is constantly seeking to “improve” the text, 
to tell the reader what he thinks it ought to say. 

From the first page of Genesis, where “universe” re- 
places “heaven and earth,” to Malachi, where the 
“envoy of the compact” greets us instead of the “angel 
of the covenant,” we are constantly meeting words 
which have .an unfamiliar sound,—for example: 
Creel, sept, taboo, steppe, khan, wadi, hareem, Bed- 
awin, troglodytes, dithyramb, pilaster, pentagon, sacer- 
dotal, corselet, obelisk. Dr. Moffatt declares that his 
aim has been to “present the books of the Old Testa- 
ment in effective and intelligible English.” We doubt 
whether many readers could give an accurate definition 
of these words. Such changes as “maxim” for “prov- 
erb,” “column of cloud” for “pillar of cloud,” “Moun- 
tain of Sinai’ for “Mount Sinai” are utterly unneces- 
sary. Some are, perhaps, of comparative indifference, 
a matter of taste and preference, but there are others, 
such as “ark of the compact” for “ark of the covenant,” 
“Expiation day” for “day of atonement,” “cover” for 
“mercy-seat,” which are decidedly objectionable. They 
change familiar phraseology without improving the sense, 
and sometimes obscure or destroy the meaning. Thus, 
“cover” for “mercy-seat’ (kapporeth) obscures its 
connection with the word “atone” (kipper), and tempts 
us to think of it as merely the lid of the ark. “Mercy- 
seat” indicates its true significance, as pre-eminently 
the place where atonement was made (Lev. 16: 14). 


Novelty, at the Expense of Dignity 


The phraseology and style are as novel as the dic- 
tion. The following example will illustrate this: 

Then I said, “Listen, you royalties, I am tired of you! 
And will you insist on tiring my God as well as a 
man like myself? An omen you shall have, and that 
from the Eternal himself. There is a young woman 
with child, who shall bear a son and call his name 
‘Immanuel’ (God is with us; [[he shall enjoy curds and 
honey, whenever he knows good food from bad]] for 
before ever the child knows good food from bad, the 
land whose two kings are your terror shall be deso- 
late” (Isa. 7 : 13-16). 


The translation is in modern vernacular. The quaint- 
ness of the Authorized Version is entirely gone. We 
should dislike it for that reason if for no other. But 
the rendering is not merely modern, it is colloquial. 
This is the language of a prophet of the Lord to a 
king of Israel. Yet it shows a crudity, amounting to 
vulgarity. It is undignified and insolent. The trans- 
lation is also very free and inaccurate. 

Dr. Moffatt is much interested in the poetry of the 
Bible, and tries to reproduce it in English. Not in- 
frequently we find him using alliteration. Hence such 
expressions as “glen of gloom,” instead of the familiar 
“valley of the shadow of death,” and “a poisonous fly 
makes perfume putrid” for Ecclesiastes 10:1. But 
the alliteration, while at times tedious and artificial, is 
not nearly so objectionable as the introduction of 
rhyme, which is almost unknown in Hebrew. 

The lay of David, Jesse’s son 
The lay of him who rose, of one 
Whom Jacob’s God made king 
Whom Israel’s lyrics love to sing (2 Sam. 23:1). 


is doggerel, as different from the stately rhythm of 
the Authorized Version as a nursery rhyme is from 
Milton’s Paradise Lost. Still worse is 
Set this man down as childless 
For never shall a son of his attain 
To sit on David’s throne 
Or rule in Judah again (Jer. 22: 30). 


In discussing the “New Translation” on its literary 


|: ANNOUNCING Dr. Moffatt’s “New Transla- 


~ A translation, to be true to its name, must ex- 
press in one language the sense of what has been 
written in another. Yet it is just this that Dr. 
Moffatt does not do in many passages of his “New 
Translation” of the Old Testament, but rather, 
as Professor Allis, Assistant Professor of Semitic 
Philology, of Princeton Theological Seminary, so 
ably points out in this article, he “wrests the 
meaning of the Scriptures to suit himself.” 


Dr. Moffatt’s avowed aim in putting forth his 
“New Translation” is “to present the books of 
the Old Testament in effective and intelligible 
English.” The Literary Digest quotes the New 
York World, however, as saying that Dr. Moffatt’s 
phrases “are longer and vaguer than the old ones; 
they miss the poetry that went with the simple 
conciseness of the seventeenth tury transla- 
tors.’ The New York Times remarks that, in 
making the Bible more understandable to the 
man-in-the-street, the authors of new translations 
may also be making it less acceptable. 

There will be no doubt in the minds of those who 
believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God as 
they read this searchire analysis by Professor 
Allis, that this last is true of Dr. Moffatt’s latest 
work, 

















side, a recent reviewer speaks of the “colossal assur- 
ance” of the translator and of the “stark vulgarity” of 
his version. This is strong language. But such pas- 
sages as the above prove that it is merited. 

The publishers quote a well-known radical critic, 
Professor Peake, as saying that Dr. Moffatt’s trans- 
lation “has the inestimable advantage of being the 
work of a single mind.” It is a “one-man” version, 
but, instead of being “an inestimable. advantage,” this 
is a serious defect. To translate the whole Bible is a 
colossal task, far too great for any single mind, how- 
ever gifted. Consequently,“Dr. Moffatt’s translation 
shows many inconsistencies. This appears, for ex- 
ample, in the spelling of proper names. Thus, “Car- 
mel” is changed to “Karmel,” but “Caleb” is left un- 
changed, though both words have the same initial con- 
sonant in Hebrew. “Jehoiachin” is changed to “Je- 
hoiakin”; but “Jachin” (identical with the second part 
of “Jehoiachin”) is found six times, as against “Jakin” 
twice.” As regards the form in which the proper 
names appear there is no consistency observable. When 
Dr. Moffatt retains the Hebrew form of a word, he 
sometimes adds the meaning, usually in parentheses: 
e. g., “Reuben (Lookson),” “Jerubbaal (or Baal- 
fight)”; but “Ichabod or Noglory” omits the par- 
entheses, When he translates the name, he sometimes 
adds the Hebrew in parentheses, e. g., “Jawbonethrow 
(Ramath-lehi),” yet “Helpstone” is simply substituted 
for the familiar “Ebenezer.” While “Shear-pashub” 
is only slightly changed into “Shear-yashub,” “Maher- 
shalal-hash-baz” becomes “Spoilsoonpreyquick,” a 
——- which has a fearsome look to the uniniti- 
ated. 

This inconsistency appears in other things than 
proper names. We read in Exodus of Moses’ “stick,” 
but of Aaron’s “rod,” although the Hebrew word is 
the same for both. Certainly the expressions “stick 
of God” (Exod. 4:20), and the “divine stick” (Exod. 
17:9) offend good taste, and are decidedly undignified. 
The word “create” is avoided, apparently intentionally, 
in Genesis 1, but “creation” occurs in Genesis 2: 3. 
We would not, of course, maintain that a Hebrew 
word is always to be rendered by the same English 
word, since a word may have several meanings. But 
it is arbitrary to vary the rendering without good 
reason, 

The Authorized Version translators were divided 
into six companies. “The results of their several 
labors were subjected to mutual criticism, and then 
underwent nine months final revision by a representa- 
tive committee of six members.” Had some such 
method been adopted for the “New Translation,” the 
glaring inconsistencies of the one-man version might 
have been avoided. 


The Untrustworthiness of the “New Translation” 


We pass on to consider the accuracy of the new 
version, We observe: 


1. The translation is at times so loose as to be a 
paraphrase rather than a translation, Genesis 31: 47 
reads, “Witness-cairn, they called it, Laban in Aramaic, 
Jacob in Hebrew.” The Authorized Version has “and 
Laban called it Jegar-saha-dutha: but Jacob called it 
Galeed,” and the margin states that these words are 
respectively the Chaldee (Aramaic) and the Hebrew 
for “the heap of witness.” Dr. Moffatt has inserted 
the margin in the text. The substitution of “Eu- 


phrates” for “the river” (Isa. 11:15), and of “Je- 
hoiakin” for the pronouns “him” and “he” in 2 Kings 
25: 28, 20, is purely arbitrary and shows the boldness 
of the translator. 

2. The translation contains interpolations. Thus, as 
we have seen, the meaning of names not translated, e. g., 
“Cain (Got),” or the Hebrew of names which are 
translated, e. g., “Glen-Undoing (Achor-vale),” is 
often inserted in the text. Since Dr. Moffatt also 
uses the parentheses to enclose words or phrases which 
actually occur in the text, e. g., Genesis 29:9, “for she 
was a shepherdess,” the reader cannot tell without 
comparing the original or a reliable translation whether 
a parenthesis is part of the text or an insertion of the 
translator. 


3. The translation includes in many instances a re- 
arrangement of the text. This may involve (1) whole 
chapters (e¢. g., Lev. 3 is placed between 1 and 2, and 
12 between 15 and 16), or (2) verses and parts of 
verses (e. g., in Gen. 7 the order is: 1-5, 10, 7-9, 16b, 
12, 17, 22, 23, 6, 11, 13-160; 27a, 18-21, 24). That 
verses may be “lost” in this re-arrangement (1 Sam. 
8:10 is apparently missing) is not the least danger- 
ous feature of this “critical” manipulation of the text. 

4: The translation is frequently not a rendering of 
the Hebrew, but a reading into the Hebrew of ideas 
which have found favor with the critics. “Angels” 
(for “sons of God”) points to a mythical interpreta- 
tion of Genesis 6:2 (cf. “Titans,” Gen. 14:5), “orac- 
ular oak” (Gen. 12:6) to a belief in tree worship, 
“household gods” (Gen. 31:19) to patriarchal poly- 
theism, “dervishes” (1 Sam. 19: 20) to the theory that 
the early prophets resembled “howling dervishes.” 
“Of every kind” (Gen. 1: 11ff.) seems a deliberate at- 
tempt, in the interest of evolution, to escape the argu- 
ment for stability of species contained in the correct 
rendering, “after his kind.” 

5. The translation involves revision of the text. 
Thus in the Immanuel prophecy (Isa. 7: 13-16) cited 
above, Dr. Moffatt changes “he said” (v. 13), into “I 
said,” having already altered the words, “Moreover the 
Lord spake again unto Ahaz” (v. 10), into “J also 
said to Ahaz.” The “new” rendering, “whenever he 
knows good food from bad” (v. 15), is arrived at by 
omitting the words “refuse” and “choose,” transposing 
the words “evil” (or bad) and “good,” and inserting 
the word “food.” And these are not all of the changes 
made by Dr. Moffatt in this group of verses. This 
great Messianic passage is declared to be the word of 
the Lord by the mouth of the prophet Isaiah. But we 
might think from Dr. Moffatt’s treatment of it, that 
he thought he was “correcting” a school-boy exercise. 


What Dr. Moffatt Thinks the Bible Ought to Say 


Let us look at another passage, also a- Messianic 
prophecy. “Your throne shall stand for evermore” 
(Psa. 45:6) replaces, “Thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever.” No textual warrant has been pro- 
duced for changing the text of this verse. But at 
least seven different alterations have been suggested 
which avoid the obvious supernaturalism of the refer- 
ence, its prophecy of Christ.1 Dr. Moffatt has here 
adopted one of them, and substituted it for the reading 
of the text. It would be a misnomer to call such ren- 
derings “translations” or “interpretations” of Holy 
Writ. Dr. Moffatt is not satisfied with  tell- 
ing us what the Bible clearly says, but prefers to 
tell us what he thinks it ought to say, and there is a 
vast difference between the two. 

These examples clearly illustrate the arbitrariness of 
Dr. Moffatt’s method. When he questions the Hebrew 
text, he changes it, or, if he has no satisfactory emen- 
dation ready to hand, he introduces dots to indicate 
that the Hebrew is corrupt, or encloses passages in 
double brackets, as “either editorial additions or later 
interpolations.” But there is not a marginal explana- 
tion of his conjectural renderings to be found any- 
where, nothing to indicate that they are conjectural, 
and no index is provided: to help the reader find pas- 
sages which through drastic rearrangement, have 
wandered far from their historic moorings. Dr. Mof- 
fatt explains his method, which, as he admits, demands 
of the reader “a large act of faith,” by stating that 
very few people except specialists realize “how un- 
certain and precarious is the traditional text of some 
books in the Old Testament.” If, then, Dr. Moffatt 
expects such an “act of faith,” he is duty bound to 
show himself worthy of it. Yet, while perfectly aware 
that the general reader is in no position to test his 
renderings, he makes changes so drastic that many per- 
sons of definitely “liberal” views would resent them 
keenly, if they knew with what ruthlessness he has 
“wrested” the Scriptures in the interest of subjective 
theory. 





1Cf. Princeton Theological Review of April, 1923. 
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In stating that Dr. Moffatt has sometimes sub- 
stituted his own ideas for the text, we do not 
wish to bring a railing accusation against a dis- 
tinguished scholar. Dr. Moffatt has no intention of 
being dishonest. He feels that, as an “honest trans- 
lator,” he must recognize that “the books of the Old 
Testament are, for the most part, books which have 
been either made out of books, or edited more or less 
drastically by later hands.” He has become so imbued 
with the spirit of conjectural criticism, that he per- 
haps thinks his “New Translation” a fairly conserv- 
ative piece of work. He affirms that no emendation 
“has been admitted except upon what the translator 
regards as sufficient evidence,’ and he. can cite the 
names of eminent “critics” in favor of his rendering 
of Psalm 45:6. But the fact remains that his render- 
ing of this verse, and of other verses, is the substitu- 
tion of a purely conjectural reading for one, the cor- 
rectness of which cannot be questioned on objective 
grounds. 

Here lies the most serious danger in the “New Trans- 
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lation”: It is thoroughly unreliable. As we have seen, 
there is a lack of dignity apparent in the version con- 
sidered simply as a literary work, which does no credit 
to the taste and refinement of Dr. Moffatt as a man 
of letters. But it is in his handling of the text, that 
the ruthlessness and irreverence of the destructive 
critic becomes unmistakably apparent. Dr. Moffatt 
as a critic of the Scriptures has no proper reverence 
for the Scriptures, and wrests their meaning to suit 
himself. His “New Translation” is a challenge to 
every Christian to decide whether his faith shall rest 
in the wisdom of men, or in the power of God, whether 
he is ready to base his hope for time and eternity on 
what the Bible says, or on what the critics think it 
should say,— whether he prefers a “thus saith Dr. 
Moffatt,” or “thus saith the Lord.” The “New Trans- 
lation” is a clear indication that the Christian Church 
stands at the parting of the ways, and must choose 
between the dicta of the critics and the Word of the 
Living God. 
Princeton, N. J. 














The Earthquake That the World Forgot 


When the “mountains walked,* and God opened a door ° 
for the giving of the Gospel to Chinese Mohammedans By the Rev. George K. Harris 














Readers of The Sunday School Times may recall the interest that was aroused by the Editorial inat appeared 
in The Sunday School Times of September 15, 1923, ‘‘ What is the Meaning of Japan’s Earthquake ?’’ in 
which was also mentioned the great earthquake in China of December, 1920. A later Notes on Open Letters, 
in the October 27 issue, referred to the strange way in which this greatest of China’s earthquakes escaped comment 
in many of the leading newspapers and periodicals of America, and was entirely omitted from the several lists of 
important earthquakes and volcanic eruptions published in 1923. Except for the publicity which was given by the 
National Geographic Society through a Washington lecture, and an article in the National Geographic Magazine 
of May, 1922, this great cataclysm escaped the attention of the public at large, until it was emphasized by The 


Sunday School Times in September, 1923. 


The accompaning article comes from a missionary of the China Inland Mission, who was an eye-witness to the 
great disaster that took the lives of almost 200,000 people and wiped .out the nucleus of a great Mohammedan 


uprising. 


in far-away Kansu Province, on the evening of 

December 16, 1920, when Chinese prayers were 
in progress, about twenty men and boys crowded my 
ten by ten office, even to packing a bench across the 
closed doorway. The rhythm of one of Pastor Hsi’s 
hymns seemed to make the singers more active than 
usual. I glanced down to see who could be a 
my chair with his foot; there was no foot there. 
glanced up; the eyes of all were doing likewise. 
Mud walls, ceiling, and floor, as though caught m a 
giant grip, were being given a terrible wrench to the 
left, and then back to the right, the floor meanwhile 
undulating. Without previous experience of an earth- 
quake, all recognized it. The door was quickly cleared 
and opened. All gathered in the open courtyard. 
Baby, fast asleep, was rushed out from the bedroom, 
for it seemed as though the buildings must collapse 
with another shock. My wife having joined the 
group, we waited, and while the vibrating ground 
gradually quieted we praised God silently that nothing 
more serious had so far occurred. 

The next day wild rumors were afloat. Our city’s 
one thread of telegraph, our only connection with the 
outside world, was down. Two weeks elapsed be- 
fore news of the terrible loss of life in east-central 
Kansu reached us, and it was almost as long before 
reports trickled down to Shanghai, and thence to the 
outside world. The depressing apprehension that in- 
stantly fell over the Mohammedan population of our 
district can thus only be understood as we realize 
that they stood before the tribunal of an accusing 
conscience, knowing the portent of those few days 
concerning the Moslem cause. “Ya Khuda!” was 
heard on every hand, and a constant prayer to Allah 
beseeching mercy was droned from housetops and 
mosque. <A zeal for meritorious works seized upon 
the people, and the leaders gave cash away in great 
quantities to the poor. 

Instruments halfway around the world recorded 
these terrific seismic disturbances, and they were lo- 
cated at first as possibly in mid-Pacific, and later as 
somewhere in the Gobi Desert of Mongolia. The 
relief work that was carried on subsequently would 
make a long story, and a description of the district 
with the results of the quake would fill a volume. 
When we came through on our way home for fur- 
lough almost three years after, we traveled for hours 
over literally topsy-turvy land a hundred and more 
feet above the old road level. For fifteen miles our 
mules followed the winding path beside a chasm-like 
deep-blue lake formed by the quake when two moun- 
tains crashed together, damming the valley. And 
desolation still reigned in what was once a prosperous 
valley several miles long, in which seven great slides 
had occurred, the only survivors being three men and 
a couple of dogs. 

On November 24, 1923, the Literary Digest con- 
tained these words in an article about it: 
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A: THE China Inland Mission Station of Sining, 


“Though the tremendous shaking-up occurred on 
December 16, 1920, the story thus far has hardly 
spread beyond the narrow defiles which guard the 
entrance to Kansu Province. After the Japanese 
quake the daily papers published lists of the great 
earthquake disasters of recorded time, mentioning 
dozens of lesser ones, and omitting the huge Kansu 
shock. One of the few journals to recall it was The 
Sunday School Times of Philadelphia; whose editor 
wrote to the Digest about it, mentioning the article 
in the National Geographic of May, 1922, which thus 
oddly becomes a matter of news from the very fact 
that it was evidently forgotten.” 

The significance of this earthquake as related to 
missionary work among Mohammedans has barely 
been mentioned previously. 

A Kansu Mohammedan named Ma-Wen-Chang 
through marriage became a member of a family ban- 
ished from Kansu to Yunnan after the Mohammedan 
rebellion, which closed after twelve years of blood- 
shed in 1874. Members of the family secretly re- 
turned to Kansu in 1888. In 1900, when the Empress 
Dowager fled to Sianfu in Shensi, he received an 
audience, which resulted in a pardon for the family 
and the right to remain in Kansu. Being a man of 
extraordinary ability, year after year his influence 
increased, From the title of “Good Man” slowly but 
surely he was given higher titles, until he was en- 
titled to a name almost as high as Mohammed. His 
followers were numerous throughout east-central 
Asia, and wherever he traveled snultitudes pros- 
trated themselves in the dust by the roadside. He 
engaged in long prayer vigils, so that gradually he 
assumed mediatory powers, millions saying toward 
him, and he praying for them toward Mecca. This 
was the magnetic center about which gathered the 
plans for the proclamation of Jihad, <r Holy War. 

The Peking government, wabbly by reason of 
non-support and crippled by civil strife in central and 
coastal China, would have had great difficulty dealing 
with a rebellion in far-away Kansu. Besides, the 
relation between the Mohammedan generals and 
the Chinese military governor at Lanchow, the pro- 
vincial capital, were very strained at the time. One 
who visited that city a few days before the quake 
wrote the following: “Bugles were blowing at all 
hours, and near the governor’s residence there was a 
constant movement of military men. This was partly 
due, no doubt, to apprehension of a Mohammedan 
uprising, which seemed imminent — all thought of 
which was swept away, however, by the earthquake.” 

On the fateful evening this great leader, with a 
number of leading followers, was holding a conclave 
in a large cave in the mountains. Whether the meet- 
ing was for prayer or consultation will never be 
known, as not one soul escaped alive except the gate- 
keeper at the outside door, who by some miracle 
survived, hence the secrets of that evening are for- 
ever sealed beneath impenetrable mounds of earth. 
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While gathered there, suddenly the great Himalayan 
ranges trembled, the foothills which extended down 
from the Tibetan Plateau into Northwest China were 
convulsed, and in the central part of the province the 
violence was too terrific for words to describe. A 
mountain of earth buried the cave so effectually, and 
so changed the contour of the land, that months of 
searching by devoted followers could not even locate 
the place. Almost two hundred thousand people lost 
their lives in the area affected, the great majority of 
these being Mohammedans. 

To those who have at heart the evangelization of 
the Mohammedans of China an event such as this 
has particular significance. On the one hand, through 
an earthquake that veritably shook the globe, God was 
speaking that the time is short; on the other hand, 
by holding open the doors which are now open among 
these Moslems, he is saying, “Enter in, the gates are 
open, but they may not be open to-morrow.” 

Jn 1913 God spoke regarding the Mohammedan of 
northwest China through a young, far-visioned life,— 
that of William Whiting Borden. While on his way 
thither he was suddenly called from this life’s service 
in such a way that newspapers and periodicals all over 
the world made known his unselfish dedication of life 
and gifts to God. In 1920 God has spoken in the 
terrific earthquake whose consequences have just been 
mentioned. God will not have the Church at home 
forget the unreached millions in the heart of Asia, of 
whom there are none more open and less evangelized 
than the almost ten million Mohammedans of China. 

The China Inland Mission, because of its long es- 
tablished stations in districts strategically located in 
relation to Modhammedans, and the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance in their Kansu field, need special 
upholding in prayer as they enter into these opening 
doors among Mohammedans.. 

We also cry, as the angel did to Zechariah, “Who 
art thou, O great mountain?” (Zech 4:7). And we 
see where the power resides as we also read, “Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts” (4:6); and also find courage to per- 
severe — “For who hath despised the day of small 
things?” (4: 10.) 

And we can answer as was answered then: “Who 
art thou, O great mountain? .. . a plain.” 

They wait and we wait and 

Christ also waits; 
But men are slow and few. 
Have we done all we could? 
Have I, have you? 
PHILADELPHIA. 








The Victorious Life 








The Ladies Auxiliary of Keswick 
Makes Report 


HE second annual meeting of the Keswick Ladies 

Auxiliary, which was held at America’s Keswick, 
Keswick, N. J., on May 23, 1925, showed an excellent 
record for the preceding year. Cash receipts for the year 
were reported as $542.09, and, in addition, gifts of a 
large number of miscellaneous articles for the fitting out 
of befrooms, the dining-room, and the kitchen were an- 
nounced. The Auxiliary invite the readers of The 
Sunday School Times and the friends of Keswick to 
join them in praise and thanksgiving for God’s faith- 
fulness in using them to meet so many of the house- 
hold needs of Keswick. 

Some of the still existing and more urgent needs are 
tea towels, bureau scarfs, bedspreads, medium size 
pitchers, small pitchers, deep vegetable dishes, and 
shelf oilcloth. Will you not join in prayer that these 
needs may be supplied in ample time to take care of 
the summer conferences? Any of these articles may 
be sent direct to Mrs. Addison C. Raws, Keswick 
Grove, N. J., or contributions of money may be for- 
warded to the treasurer, Mrs. Charles A. Blatchley, 
Haddonfield, N. J. 


“ 
Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


Keswick, N. J., July 18 to 26.—Victorious Life Conference. 

Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July 27 to August 2.—Victorious 
Life Conference. 

Keswick, N. J., August 1 to 9.—Annual Institute of 
Young People’s Union, Atlantic Conference of German 
Baptist Churches of North America. 

Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August 10 to 16.—Vic- 
torious Life Conference. 

Keswick, N. J., August 22 to 30.—Victorious Life Confer- 
ence. 


Full information as to the above Conferences may 
be had by addressing the Victorious Life Testimony, 


80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. : 























Lesson for July 26 
Acts 15 : 1-35 
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LESSON 4. JULY 26. THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM 


International Uniform Lesson. —Acts 15 : 1-35 
Golden Text.—We believe that we shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus.—Acts 15: 11 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 


66 HE problem,” says Dr. Stifler in analyzing the 
question at issue in the Jerusalem Council, 
“was to save both the liberty of the Gospel and 

the authority of the Scriptures. Antioch stood for 
the former, the teachers who came down from Jeru- 
salem for the latter. God’s Spirit harmonized the two.” 


- The Historical Setting 


About twenty-one years have elapsed since Pentecost. 
It is now probably the year A. D. 50. It is “a good 
while ago,” something like fifteen years, since Peter 
opened the door of the Gospel to the Gentiles in the 
home of Cornelius (15:7), and a younger generation, 
who did not hear Peter’s report of his last use of the 
keys of the kingdom which was so acceptable to the 
Jewish Jerusalem church at the time (11: 1-18) have 
emerged into the activities of the Church. The form 
of the question as to the Gentile status, too, has been 
somewhat modified. Then the crux of the situation 
was stated by Peter, “Then hath God also to the Gen- 
tiles granted repentance unto life” (11:18). Now 
the question has to do more with conditions than with 
fact. On what grounds can Gentiles be saved? 


The Expository Meaning 


Verse 1.—Certain men came down from Judea and 
taught... . Except ye be circumcised ... ye cannot be 
saved. ‘The return of the first two missionaries to the 
Gentiles was timed in God’s providence to meet the 
error being propagated at Antioch. But full of the 
Holy Spirit as they were and all aglow with their 
great Gospel triumphs, they were not able to silence 
these Judaizers. The latter had Scripture on their side. 
Old Testament Scripture did promise salvation to the 
Gentiles, and they did not deny that. But the Scrip- 
ture made circumcision the heart of God’s covenant 
with his people (Gen. 17:14). And it was an ordi- 
nance “forever.” Paul no doubt argued, as he did in 
Romans, that Abraham was justified before he was 
circumcised, but his opponents could say that after 
justification circumcision was necessary as the seal of 
the covenant. And then, too, the Old Testament 
prophecies viewed the Gentiles coming into the king- 
dom as subordinate to the Jews (Isa. 61:5); but Paul 
and Barnabas were admitting them on equal terms. 
Paul faces that question at length in his letter to the 
Romans (chaps. 9, 10, 11), “What advantage then hath 
the Jew?” 

Verse 2.—The brethren appointed that Paul and 
Barnabas, ... should go up to Jerusalem. The unset- 
tled dispute was referred to the mother church. The 
question is inevitable, “Were these ‘certain men’ of 
verse 1 and ‘certain of the sect of the Pharisees who 
believed’ genuinely saved persons? If so, why does 
Paul refer to them in Galatians 2:4 as “false breth- 
ren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy 
out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus’? The 
question cannot be answered dogmatically. They were 
sincere and conscientious, and probably some at least 
were saved men. 


Verse 3.—Being brought on their way by the church. 
Escorted by a delegation from the Antioch congrega- 
tion. The sympathy of the Christians en route in 
Phoenicia and Samaria was clearly with the party of 
Christian liberty. 

Verses 4-6—They were received of the church and 
the apostles and the elders. There were two sessions 
in Jerusalem, first this initial “rehearsal” of the ex- 
periences on the field of Paul and Barnabas, and sec- 
ond, another session of which it is said “the apostles 
and the elders” were gathered together. The “church” 
is not mentioned now, but is doubtless meant to be in- 
cluded in the mention of these leaders, in the light of 
verse 22. This famous first Council included the most 
distinguished leaders of early Christianity — Peter, 
John (Gal. 2:9), Paul, Barnabas, James the Lord’s 
brother (Gal. 1:19; 2:9), “the chief of the ascetic 
party in the early church,” and believed to have “mod- 
erated” the Council; Silas and Judas (comp. v. 32), 
prophets of whom Plumptre eloquently comments: 
“Their voices smote the air... and died away, and 
we catch but the faintest echoes of them. Their words 
were written on the sand, and the advancing waves of 
time have washed away all or nearly all the traces of 
wer, was once as awful as the handwriting on the 
wall.” 

Verse 7.—And when there had been much question- 
ing. The gathering was not so very different in the 
outset from a Methodist Conference, a Baptist Con- 
vention, a Lutheran Synod, or a Presbyterian General 
Assembly. There was much disputing, and a buzz of 
general conversation (v. 7) which must have been 


Devotional Reading: Romans 5:1-9. © ; 
Reference Material: Galatians 2: 11-21 ; 5 : 1-26; Ephesians 2: 4-22. 
Primary Topic: Two Wonderful Things that Peter Did. 
sson Material; Acts 9 : 32-43. 
Memory Verse: Jehovah is gracious and merciful.—Psa. 


IIt : 4. 
Junior Topic: The Story of Two Miracles. 
Lesson Material: Acts 9 : 32-43. 


Memory Verse: James r : 27. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: The Counci¥at Jerusalem. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: What is Christian Liberty. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 1-11 


1 And certain men came down from Judaea and taught 
the brethren, saying, Except ye be circumcised after the 
t of M . ye t be saved. 2 And when Paul 
and Barnabas had no small dissension and questioning 
with them, the brethren appointed that Paul and Barnabas, 
and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto 
the apostles and elders about this question. 3 They there- 
fore, being brought on their way by the church, passed 
through both Phoenicia and Samaria, declaring the conver- 
sion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the 
brethren. 4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they 
were received of the church and the apostles and the 
elders, and they rehearsed all things that God had done 
with them. 5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the 
Pharisees who believed, saying, It is needful to circumcise 
them, and to charge them to keep the law of Moses. 

6 And the apostles and the elders were gathered together 
to consider of this matter. 7 And when there had been 
much questioning, Peter rose up, and said unto them, 

Brethren, ye know that 4a good while ago God made 
choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should 
hear the word of the 2 gospel, and believe. 8 And God, who 
knoweth the heart, bare them witness, giving them the 
Holy Spirit, even as he did unto us; 9 and he made no 
distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by 
faith. 10 Now therefore why make ye trial of God, that 
ye should put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples which 
neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11 But we 
believe that we shall be saved through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus, in like manner as they. 


1Gr. from early days. 2Or, good tidings 











annoying to the early lesser lights on the platform, and 
to have caused James to give the gavel hard usage. 
No steam roller expedients were resorted to. A full 
discussion was allowed to the opposition. Finally 
Peter takes the floor. He does not attempt to assert 
any ecclesiastical authority. He simply has recourse 
to argument. He reminds the Council of the opening 
of that Gentile door, and then he adduces his tre- 
mendous proof — what God has wrought, giving the 
Holy Spirit to the Gentiles as freely as he did to the 
Jews. “This bestowal” is what Stifler calls “sunlight 
evidence of the divine will.” 


Verses 10, 11.—Why make ye trial of God, that ye 
should put a@ yoke upon the neck of the disciples. 
Peter makes two more points: Why ask the Gentiles 
to submit to a yoke which the Jew has never been able 
to bear. Some one has paraphrased Peter’s appeal: 
“Brethren, speak the truth, and candidly tell me, Have 
you kept the law?” His other point is that the believ- 
ing Jew has to leave circumcision and come to simple 
faith in order to be saved and justified. 


Verse 12.—They hearkened unto Barnabas and Paul 
rehearsing what signs and wonders God had wrought: 
Peter did not tell of his vision of the sheet because 
that was from God, primarily for him. It would not 
have been a good argument for the Judaizers to have 
set up what God said personaily to him against what 
God said in the Old Testament. Stifler states the case 
with keen comprehension: “What God’s Word says 
must be learned in the light of what God does. The 
divine act is a higher Court than the divine record. 
For while God, when understeod, is never contrary to 
his Word, he is before his Word, and above his Word, 
and the ultimate interpreter of that Word.” 


Verses 13-21.—After they had held their peace, 
James answered, saying .. hoever may have been 
the official secretary of the Council, Luke has given 
us the inspired minutes. A difficulty in their study 
arises at this point. James’ quotation from Amos does 
not seem to touch the question in debate. It predicts 
the salvation of the Gentiles, which nobody is denying. 
But it says nothing of the conditions of this salvation, 
the point at issue. It seems to imply, too, Jewish supe- 
ricrity over the Gentiles in the reference to the house 
of David. But James is not attempting to brace up 
Peter’s argument. That was conclusive per se. Stifler 
says that what James is after is this: “The Pharisees 
were silenced: they needed to be soothed”! Their 
Scripture was relevant and to the point, but not at this 
time, 


Verses 22-35.—Then it seemed good ... to choose 
men out... and send them to Antioch ... and they 
wrote ... The decision was unanimous, and the rea- 
son is that the Council had the mind of Christ. They 


depended upon the unseen divine Person behind the 
scenes for guidance in this crisis, and are able to make 
the tremendous statement, — “It seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit, and to us.” 


The Homiletical Form 


TueE Hory Spirit MoperaATor OF THE First 
Cuurca CounciL 
1. The Argument 


(1) The question at issue (vs. 1, 5, 6). 


(2) The question arises at an opportune time 
(vs. 2-4; comp. with 14:27). 
‘ (3) No steam roller or closure method (v. 7, 
e Gide 


_ (4) The actual working of God the best solu- 
tion to the problem. 


2. The Decision 
(1) Rendered by the earthly Moderator (v. 13). 


(2) It furnishes the divine program for this 
age and the next. 


3. The Encyclical 
(1). The Gentiles not under the law (vs. 19-27). 


(2) But Gentiles must not give offense to godly 
Jews (vs. 28-35). 


The Topical Values 


_ The Holy Ghost as a Controversialist—Controversy 
is not necessarily wrong, though there is a wide-spread 
feeling now that it is. It may be needed to clear the 
path for the Gospel to have free course. This con- 
troversy grew out of Satan’s effort to thwart the un- 
paralleled revolution begun in Cornelius’ house. It 
ranks in intensity with that which later raged over 
the question of the Trinity, settled in A. D. 325 by 
the Council of Nice, and with the Reformation which 
saved the doctrine of justification by faith. In these 
controversies Satan essayed to destroy one funda- 
mental doctrine at a time. In the present-day contro- 
versy he is leading the hosts of Modernism in an at- 
tempt to dump all the fundamentals at once into the 
limbo of unbelief. To contend for the faith is a Chris- 
tian duty (Jude 3). Of course the truth ought always to 
be spoken in love. The “false brethren” were allowed 
to have their say at Jerusalem, but James dares to 
say that the Holy Ghost was taking part in the deliber- 
ations as a fellow-counselor. The true verdict reached 
was that of “the Holy Spirit and us.” 


The Express and the Local—Now the Church is 
the Gospel express train, stopping only at a few sta- 
tions to pick up a few passengers, the train “Israel” 
being side-tracked to let the Express go by. When 

rist comes, the train “Israel” will be switched back 
upon the main line, stop at all stations, and take on 
the world.”—John Wilkerson. 

Why the moral breach was emphasized (v. 29).— 
Why does James specify the one positive sin of im- 
purity along with the other comparatively unimpor- 
tant ceremonial offenses? Because the Greek world 
of that day had no conscience about that sin. There 
is a warning here, too, for our day, for Christendom 
is threatened now with a similar lack of horror of 
defiling the body, intended to be the temple of the Holy 
Ghost. The salacious tendencies of many modern mag- 
azines, the alliance between the automobile and the 
sexual temptation, the daring of the latest fashions in 
women’s dress, the familiarity between men and wo- 
men jostling each other in the great department stores, 
factories, and professional offices, the license of the 
movies, the increase in the divorce sentiment, the as- 
saults of Modernism on Scripture teaching about the 
sacredness of the marriage tie—all conspire to re- 
store the old pagan laxity. 


The Practical Aim 


Dr. Scofield, commenting upon the address of James, 
says: “Dispensationally, this is the most important pas- 
sage in the New Testament. It shows the purpose of 
God for this age, and it is vitally important for us to 
work in alignment with God’s program. To petition 
for the conversion of the entire world now is a prayer 
God cannot answer. It is for something: outside his 
own scheme. Failure to understand this program has 
wrought havoc in missionary effort, veering it away 
from a Christo-centric, soul-saving, evangelistic em- 
phasis to mere philanthropic effort. D. L. Moody used 
to say that this chapter thrilled his heart, for it made 
him realize that he might be the winner of the very 
last soul who would complete the full number of “the 
people for his name.” You or I might be! 


Final Word 
When the circular letter was read to the Antioch 
Church, “they rejoiced for the consolation” (v. 31). A 


erowey truly settled is a cause of infinite com- 
ort. 


NARBERTH, Pa. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


N WHAT places, mentioned in chapter 15, were there 

Christian groups? . 

2. Why did the contention of the Judaizers seem plausible? 

3. Why did the church at Antioch send Paul and Barna- 
bas to Jerusalem? 

4. Who went with Paul and Barnabas to Antioch? 

5. Why did Peter speak first? 

6. How had the Holy Spirit prepared the reply to the 
contention? 

jg. Who was the “Symeon” or “Simeon” of Acts 15 : 14? 

8 What two acts of Peter’s were crucial in bringing the 
new Christian church out from the restrictions of the old 
Jewish ceremonial laws into the new dispensation God had 
begun through Christ? 

9. What indication is there that the Spirit guided the 
answer of the Council? 

10. What did the answer have to say about Jews being 
circumcised? 

a1, What made the question so significant? 

12, To how many of the Christian groups mentioned in 
chapter 15 was this letter from the Jerusalem church de- 
livered? 

1a. What was the result of this decision of the Council 
in Jerusalem to all these churches? 

14. What is the first, best step to take when we find 
ourselves at variance with a fellow Christian? 

1s. Where do we find a good rule for dealing with a 
brother whose fault we have no doubt of? 

16. Cite an Old Testament incident where the true Chris- 


tian spirit was exercised in the case of a difference arising 
between kinsmen. 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Outsiders.—Certain men came down from Judea 
(v. 1). In many of life’s affairs you will find you 
are getting on swimmingly, everybody happy - and 
having a good time until “certain” come down. When 
they arrive the trouble begins. Ask some of the mil- 
itary men of history. The “certain men” who come 
down are usually the swivel chair warriors. The 
greatest fighters and finest strategists in the great 
war were the “certain men” back home. They were 
like the fellow in the Civil War, “I was always found 
where the bullets’ were the thickest.” He slept under 
the ammunition wagon. Years ago in Midway there 
was a woman named Hannah Cook. She had a hus- 
band, but no children. But she knew exactly how 
boys should be handled and raised, oh, dear me, yes! 
—and was constantly coaching our mother how to 
proceed with us four Ridgway live wires. Mother 
was out on the firing line day after day and night after 
night with both the commissary department and hos- 
pital service on her hands, for we were always hun- 
gry and always getting hurt. Old Hannah was a rock- 
ing-chair-boy-raiser. We gave her the laugh and 
liked her, for she was mother’s friend. There are 
hundreds of employers who can appreciate this les- 
son. They and their men were getting on happily, and 
then “certain men” came down. The trouble began 
just once in Coatesville, years ago—but only the 
once. Men came down from somewhere up the state 
and made the mill men believe they were not getting 
a square deal. The mill owners said they. could 
scarcely keep the mills filled with orders at the exist- 
ing wages. The men struck. The mills shut down. 
Two of them went into bankruptcy and another had 
a very close call. The men were idle for almost a 
whole year. “Never again!” is the Coatesville 
steel man’s slogan. Beware of the “certain men” 
who come down, whether in the fiesh or in the 
print. What do they know about your affairs? What 
do they care for you? (Phil. 2: 3.) 


Physiology.—God, who knoweth the heart... giv- 
ing them the Holy Spirit, even as he did unto us (v. 
8). When you are tempted, — and who is not tempted? 
—to pass judgment upon a neighbor or acquaintance, 
always remember you do not see the heart of your 
victim. Maybe if you could see that heart as God 
sees it you would cry with Kipling, “You're a bet- 
ter man than I am, Gunga Din.” I have a notion 
when we arrive up yonder there are going to be a 
lot of surprises when we look over the company. 
“What, Reddy, you here!” “See anything of Goody ?” 
“Tsn’t that the Blue Bird girl I see over there?” 
“Remember how Mrs. Grundy used to roast her? — 
by the way, I don’t see Grundy around anywhere.” 
Our main business is to keep our eye upon our heart; 
for this is the part of us upon which God has his 
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eye—the part of us God knows. A man may have 
the manners of a Frenchman and the personal charm 
of an American, but unless he has the heart of a 
Christian he will have to register M. T. Failure when 
he comes to the last stopping-place. Hearts are what 
count in this world. From Genesis, where God ap- 
preciated the integrity of Abimelech’s heart, to Reve- 
lation, where he proclaims himself as the heart- 
searcher, the old Book is full of “heart” (Gen. 20: 
6; Rev. 2:23). God help you, my boy, if you marry 
beauty and wealth and charm and position and the 
girl does not have any other heart than a chicken- 
heart. Take a concordance and note how careful the 
Holy Spirit seems to be about this heart conservation. 
And so we say again, when you have a man or woman 
on the “dissecting table” go right after the heart be- 
fore you begin to saw the leg off —so to speak! 


Unanswerable Questions.—Why ... put a yoke 
upon the neck of the disciples? (v. 10.) Yes, why? 
Mr. Owen D. Young, the head of the General Elec- 
tric Company, says (in the Amerjcan Magazine for 
January, 1923) that when he was working his way 
through college he got the idea he was something 
great in mathematics, and should be pushed ahead 
of the rest of the class on that account. “Come to 
my classroom,” said the professor, “and I will examine 
you.” When he got there the professor put this 
question on the blackboard, saying, “Let me know 
when you have written the answer, and I will give you 
the next one.” He wrote “2+2=>4. Why?” After 
wrestling with the question for an hour, Young said, 
“Professor, I guess I don’t know as much as I thought 
I did. I will go along with the class.” Joubert says, 
“Every man_ can easily know God if he is not re- 
quired to define him.” If Young had been a girl, this 
would have been his answer, — “BECAUSE!” How 
many of the readers of this mote can answer the ques- 
tion of the caption above? There is a remarkable 
little book called “The Problem of the Working Boy” 
which every one having to do with boys ought to read. 
Why doesn’t the average boy want to go to Sunday- 
school and church? Read William McCormick’s book, 
as above mentioned, and you will have a revelation 
in boyhood. This book was McCormick’s swan-song ; 
God called him Home while it was on the press. 
The title is a misnomer ; it had better have been, “The 
Quest for the Soul of the Boy.” McCormick, who 
was very deaf, had thousands of them in the twenty- 
five years, eight hundred at a time. The authorities 
at Jerusalem meant well. So do our churches mean 
well. I wonder if we church folks do not have a lot 
to learn as to how to gather in the fourteen to thirty 
year old “Gentiles” who are scared at the “yoke” 
(read Lam. 3:27; Matt. 11:29). Get McCormick’s 
book and read it. (May be had from The Sunday 
School Times Co, Philadelphia, $1.25.) 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principle or ANALysis.—Train pupils 
to thing the lesson material into its elements. 











BRIEF outline of the lesson before us is this: 


The origin of a church controversy, 
The nature of the controversy, 
The solution of the controversy. 


In setting forth the origin of ihe controversy which 
arose in the church at Antioch it will be well to indi- 
cate that it was not due merely to the incident that 
certain men holding a certain view came down from 
Jerusalem and propagated that view. The important 
thing to recognize is that this Judaizing tendency was 
not the possession of the few who came down from 
Jerusalem, but that its significance lies in its plausi- 
bility, considering the fact that Christianity arose 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Third Quarter 


1. July 5.—The Beginring of Foreign Missions 

Acts 12:25 to 13:12 
2. July 12—The Gospel in Antioch of Pisidia, Acts 13 : 13-52 
3. July 19—The Gospel in Lystra ............. A 2 1-28 
4. July 26.—The: Council at Jerusalem : 1-35 
5 
6. 





. August 2—The Epistle of James ...The Book of James 
. August 9.—Beginning the Second Missionary Tour 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16:5 


7. August 16.—Temperance Lesson ..... Galatians § : 13-24 
8. August 23.—The Macedonian Call .......... Acts 16: 6-15 
9. August 30.—Paul and the Philippian Jailer.Acts 16 : 16-40 
10. September 6—Paul Writes to the Philippians 


Philippians 1 to 4 
11. September 13.—Paul in Thessalonica and Berea 
Acts 17 : 1-12 
12. September 20.—Paul Writes to the Thessalonians 
1 Thessalonians 1 to § 
13. September 27.—Review 
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out of the midst of Judaism, and also in the extent 
to which the doctrine was held in the Church. 

In helping the class grasp the nature of the con- 
troversy it is necessary to develop the fact that it was 
not therefore simply a difference of opinion between 
the Antioch Church and the Jerusalem Church, nor 
was it a question of the expediency of rmitting 
Jewish converts to continue circumcision. he ques- 
tion was whether obedience to the Mosaic requirement 
was essential to salvation, which is not only a very 
different thing but a very vital thing. ~It was a con- 
troversy therefore which affected the entire Church 
not only then, but for all time. Never was the clear 
guidance of the Holy Spirit_more essential in a church 
council. 

In solving the difficulty it is interesting to note 
that the Antioch Church referred it back to the very 
church where the disturbing elements had come from, 
because that church was the mother church. It is 
noteworthy also that the church council there was 
willing to hear from Paul and Barnabas concerning 
the work which the Spirit had done through them 
among the Gentiles. But most important is the prep- 
aration which the Holy Spirit himself had made for 
guiding-the Church to the right conclusion when this 
inevitable controversy would arise. Not only was the 
testimony of Paul and Barnabas available, but that 
of Peter as well; and that the counsel of James was 
Spirit-inspired was surely not questioned by the coun- 
cil that reported back, “it seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit, and to us.” 

Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two’ dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet oe the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditious means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden -Text are also 
needed. 

For the lesson of December 20, illustrations 
are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 
not on Paul. 


God’s Photography.—God, who knoweth the heart 
(v. 8). In our day the science of photographing mov- 
ing objects has become very wonderful. By a kind 
of microscopic cinematography, even blood corpuscles 
are being pictured. Twelve distinct photographs have 
been taken of a bullet in its passage through a bubble. 
The splashing of a drop is recorded. And they suc- 
ceed im taking two thousand photographs in a second. 
If then, through the crude inventions of men these 
swift_and subtle movements of matter are discovered 
and fixed, there is certainly little difficulty in believ- 
ing that God has subtle processes of his own by which 
all the movements of our intellectual and moral life 
are infallibly recorded—From Dr. W. L. Watkinson, 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Whom Does Christ Save?—He made no distinction 
between us and them, cleansing their hearts by fatth 
(v. 9). Mr. Brownlow North used to tell how in deal- 
ing with a woman who was anxious about her soul he 
reasoned and prayed with her, apparently to no pur- 
pose, until he quoted the words, “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners.” In a few minutes she 
was rejoicing in the assurance of salvation. The 
change in her attitude was so sudden and complete 
that Mr. North questioned her as to what led her into 
the light. “Oh,” she said, “it was that amazing text 
‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.’ ” 
“But surely you had heard that before?” “Yes, many 
times, but I never understood it. I always thought 
that Christ came to save good people.”—From the 
Scottish Monthly Visitor. Sent by J. A. Clark, El- 
land, Yorks, Eng. 


The. Rock and the Sea.—We believe that we shall 
be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus (Golden 
Text). There is an old saying of Samuel Ruther- 
ford’s, “Believe God’s love and power more than you 
believe your own feelings and experiences. Your 
Rock is Christ, and it is not the Rock which ebbs and 
flows, but your sea.”—From South Sea Evangelical 
Mission. Sent by Miss J. B. James, Toronto, Can. 


A Great Novelist’s Creed.—We believe that we 
shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
(Golden Text). Charles Reade, the author of “The 
Cloister and the Hearth,” left instructions that these 
words should be placed on his tombstone: “I hope for 
a@ resurrection —not from any power in nature, but 
from the will of the Lord God Omnipotent, who made 
nature and me. He created man out of nothing; which 
nature could not. He can restore man from the dust, 
which nature cannot. And I hope for holiness and 
happiness in a future life—not for anything I have 
said or done in this body, but from the merits and 











‘Lesson for July 26 


Acts 15 : 1-35 


mediation of Jesus Christ. He has 
promised His intercession to all who seek 
iteand He will not break His Word; that 
intercession once granted, cannot be re- 
jected; for He is God, and His merits 
infinite ; a man’s sins are but human and 
finite. ‘Him that cometh to Me I will in 
no wise cast out.’ If any man sin, we 
have an Advocate with The Father, Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous; and He is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins—Amen,”—From 
the Dawn. Sent by Miss J. B. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Believing the Promise.—After this I 
will return (Acts 15:16). When Shackle- 
ton was driven back from his quest of 
the South Pole he left his men on Ele- 
phant Island and promised to go back to 
them. He tried time after time to get 
back but failed. At last he reached the 
place where they were. When he saw his 
men he said, “Well, you are all packed 
and ready!” The men replied, “You see, 
boss, Wild [the second in command] 
never gave up hope. Every day he would 
say, ‘Roll up your sleeping bags, boys, the 
boss may come to-day.’” So it was when 
Shackleton did come he found them 
ready. It was good that he did, for they 
had only about half an hour to work be- 
fore the ice closed in. If they had not 
been ready they would have been lost.— 
From the Evangelical Christian. Sent by 

. Q. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Open Door.—But God, being rich 
im mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us (Eph, 2:4). There was a wid- 
owed mother in the Highlands of Scot- 
land, whose daughter, her only child, left 
her home and went away, never letting 
her poor mother know where she had 
gone. At last, one night the child came 
home. Creeping up to the door she found 
it unfastened. Entering, she was wel- 
comed by the mother with great joy. 
When the greeting was over the girl said, 
“Mother, why was the door left unfast- 
ened to-night ? ?” The mother replied: 
“Never, my child, since you. went away 
has the door been locked by day or night.” 
So it is with Christ. The door of God’s 
love is never locked, but the sinner refus- 
ing to return shuts ‘himself out of God’s 
mercy.—From the Dawn. Sent by Mrs. 
M. J. James, Toronto, Can. Prize illus- 
tration, 


4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Saved, I’m saved.” 

“My Saviour’s love.” 
“Victory through grace.” 
“Grace greater than our sin.” 
“He lifted me.” 

“Grace and glory.” 

“Love lifted me.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,’’ published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“In Brotherhood” (269 :1-3). Psalm 133 : 1-3. 
“Upon Thy Precepts” (239: 1-3). 

Psalm 119 : 9-16. 
“Thankful Tribute” (190 : 1-4). Psalm og : 1-7. 
“Thy Promised Mercies” (243 : 1-4). 

Psalm 119 : 41-46. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we rejoice that it is not by our works or 
observances that we are saved, but by thy 
free grace. How could we do anything to 
atone for our sin, dark and wide as the 
shadow of night upon the earth! We thank 
thee, Lord Jesus, that thy Gospel is offered 
to those who will hear it, and that we who 
know the Good News are not shut within 
boundaries of race or nation in the telling of 
it. Even as others have given the Gospel 
to us so may we proclaim it to others, in 
thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever hear 
a crowd in a rescue mission sing “What 
can wash away my sin? — Nothing but 
the blood of Jesus’? They know what 
they are singing about. They have tried 
sO many ways to get rid of the sins that 
have dragged them down, that now they 
know no other way than Jesus. Peter 
knew that the Lord Jesus just wanted 
every one to come to him in faith, trust- 
ing him, and not by any deed or ob- 
servance, So he told others the clear 
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glad news just as he had learned it. 
Their hearts were to be purified not by 
ceremonies, but by faith. Yes, it is by 
God’s unmerited favor that we are saved, 
—by his free grace. Are we trusting 
Jesus now, and not our works for salva- 
tion? His grace is for every one of us 
who will trust him. Will you? Let us 
pray. 





SAVED 


NOT BY OUR OODNESS 
BUT BY GOD'S RACE 


TRUST HIM! 











4 
From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


fy they declared how great things 
God had done with them (v. 4). The 
original ts hosa, how great, and not panta, 
all. The Authorized Version disguises the 
fact that we have here an obvious quo- 
tation from Mark 5:19, “Tell them how 
great things the Lord hath done for 
thee.” The same Greek words are used 
in both passages. Our. Lord had just 
cast out a legion of evil spirits. But this 
was precisely what Paul and Barnabas 
had been doing in the Gentile world — 
spirits of idolatry and uncleanness and 
blasphemy —a _ legion of them. The 
whole Gentile world was, as Renan says, 
“un vrai enfer,” a true hell, and the Ger- 
man historians Doellinger and Gregor- 
ovius give the bill of particulars. 

And God, which knoweth the hearts 
(v. 8). The original is conciser and 
for that reason more striking: the kardio- 
gnostic God, “the heart-knowing God.” 
(Compare Titus 132, apseudes Theos, 
“the unlying God.” 

Notice the order in verse four, “They 
were received of the church and of the 
apostles and of the elders.” The multi- 
tude of them that believed are put be- 
fore the apostles. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
# 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 





For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


At FIRST thought, this lesson may 
seem hard for the children to under- 
stand. But if we first get it in our own 
hearts, we may make it a wonderfully 
simple and precious lesson to them. 

First, let us get the setting of the les- 
son. Paul and Barnabas were enjoying 
their furlough (the vacation of a soldier 
or a missionary). They were telling the 
Church at Antioch (in Syria) how the 
heathen had believed the Good News, and 
so many had turned from idols to serve 
the living and true God. 

Then some people came from Judea, the 
very heart of the Jews’ country, and 
taught that something must be added to 
the Good News that Jesus had given to 
the world, That is, that people must do 
something else besides believing on Jesus 
before they could be saved. This trou- 
bled the people of Antioch, and they sent 
Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem to see 
the apostles and elders who were the 
leaders of the Church at that time. 
Wherever Paul and Barnabas stopped on 
their way to Jerusalem, they would tell 
the Christians about the heathen turn- 





ing to the true God, and being saved. | 


This causéd great joy among the be- 
lievers. 

When they reached Jerusalem, the dis- 
ciples welcomed them. Then they told 
the Church at Jerusalem about the 
heathen people being saved. But there 
were people here, too, who said it_was 
needful to do certain things that Jesus 
had said nothing about when he sent the 
disciples to tell the good tidings. 

Then Peter reminded those people of 
how he had been sent of God to open 
the door of the Kingdom to the Gentiles. 
te said that when they believed the Good 

News, God sent the Holy Spirit into their 
hearts, just as He had sent him into the 
disciples’ hearts. Then Paul and Barna- 
bas told again what wonders God had 
worked among the heathen as they had 
told them about Jesus. 

After this, the Church at Jerusalem 
sent a letter to the Church at Antioch, 
saying that they should lay no burden on 
the heathen people who believed; only, 
they should be taught to keep themselves 
from idols, and other hurtful things. 
They also sent Judas and Silas, two other 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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teachers, with Paul and Barnabas to 
Antioch. The believers at Antioch were 
relieved and glad when they read the let- 
ter from the Church at Jerusalem. 
Before closing the lesson, let us have 
a little discussion with the children, and 
find out if they really know how they 
may be saved. Let us guard them from 
that dangerous teaching that they are 
saved because they do not do certain 
things, and do certain other things. Let 
us try to make it clear to them that we 
are saved if we believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ; and we do the right things in 
the right way only when we believe on 
him, 
Nothing can for sin atone; 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
Naught of good that I have done; 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 


Let us sing “The Old Rugged Cross.” 
Curnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Things to be excluded 
lives of Christ’s followers. 


2. The Holy Spirit guiding through 
united council. 


from the 











LD letters! What girl does not de- 
light to come upon them, faint and 
quaint in their old script and form, stowed 
away in some unused drawer or trunk? 
How closely we attend to the wisdom 
found therein, even though we smile at 
its old-fashionedness — just because it is 
so old! How keenly we realize that the 
laws of life are, after all, unchanging 
through the ages, however their outward 
forms may change! Now, here in the 
fifteenth chapter of the book of Acts is 
an old letter, preserved for us in its ex- 
act wording, though its original language 
is long since a “dead” one, and the very 
places mentioned therein are gone from 
our maps, for this letter is close to two 
thousand years old! No girl in your 
class ever found one half so old as that. 
peas they be interested in examining this 
one 
With some such introduction you may 
open your lesson to-day, and then after 
describing the occasion and the scene of 
its writing, get a good reader to read that 
letter, suggested by James, the brother 
of Jesus, of Nazareth, which was carried 
by Judas and Silas to the church at 
Antioch. 


1. After its reading, ask some girl to 
sum up its one point—that, despite its 
liberal spirit toward the new Gentile 
Christians, there were some things that 
must be excluded from the lives of 
Christ’s followers, then, of whatever race 
or sect, — things commonly practised in 
the world of their time. Not only the 
principle of separation from the world 
is taught here, but certain definite out- 
ward practises are named as things from 
which Christians must refrain if they 
would prosper spiritually. Now bring 
home that truth into the everyday lives 
of your girls, There are certainly some 
things commonly done in the social world 
of our day from which your girls must 
refrain if all is to be well with their 
Christian lives, though the things named 
in this letter are no longer our tempta- 
tions. What are some of them? Ask 
the girls themselves to think honestly of 
what they know is lowering or hindering 
their own spiritual growth, or hurting 
their influence with other girls. Be as 
definite as James was in your selections. 
Be as gentle and loving in manner as he 
evidently was, but be no less positive for 
that. Space forbids such discussion here, 
and each teacher must know her local 
situation best. 


2. Call your girls’ attention to the sim- 
ilarity between your united group, in 
council on this point, and that group in 
Jerusalem. Through that group the Holy 
Spirit made known his decision as you 
see they asserted (v. 28), and you may be 
sure that he will guide your group, too, in 
its decisions if they ask him so to do, and 
obey him in the manner of their coun- 
cil, It is by grace we are saved, but our 
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service is helped or hindered by the man- 
ner and customs of our lives. 
Home Study 

Let this be of your own daily life, this 
week, to find those things that are harm- 
ing your life as a Christian girl. Make 
a list, as you find them. Pray that list 
through. 

Decatur, GA. 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of July 19) 


1. Paul and Barnabas preached in five 
cities, — Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, and 
Perga. 

2. Many believed the Good News, but in 
every city they received persecution. 

3. When they visited these same cities on 
their return, they were not troubled. Per- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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haps they had heard of Paul’s stoning at 
Lystra, and thought it was not worth while. 

4. When they returned to Antioch they had 
been gone about two years. 

5. There was a Jewish synagogue at Iconium 
and enough Jews in the town to stir up the 
whole population, with their rulers, into a 
concerted effort to stone Paul. 

6. We do not read of any Jewish element 
in its population. No synagogue is men- 
tioned, and it was only when the Jews fol- 
lowed Paul and Barnabas from Antioch and 


Iconium that they met any difficulty in|- 


preaching the Gospel there, except that of 
being too highly acclaimed as gods come 
down in human form. 

7. It must have been partly due to what 
he saw Paul endure and do that day he was 
stoned at Lystra that the young man Timo- 
thy became his lifetime admirer and follower, 
the most faithful and capable convert Paul 
ever made, so far as the record gives us the 
facts. 

8. Paul “appointed elders in every church” 
throughout this region, on this his very first 
missionary journey, doubtless following the 
organization of that first one in Jerusalem 
which was functioning the very week after 
Christ ascended to heaven. 

9. There were certainly at least two weeks 
in Antioch and then a “long time” spent in 
Iconium, time enough for many miracles 
to attest the truth of their preaching. When 
they left Iconium they preached the Gospel 
in “the region round about” Lystra and 
Derbe as well as in those places. Finally 
there were many churches established suffi- 
ciently to need officers, before the mission- 
aries turned their faces toward Jerusalem. 

10. Peter at the Beautiful Gate of the Tem- 
ple (Acts 3: 1-8). 

1r, When the viper fastened on his hand 
after the shipwreck (Acts 28 : 3). 

12. See 1 Corinthians 10:13 and Hebrews 
4:15. 

13. Herod (Acts 12: 21-23). 

14. Christ’s (Matt. 21:9; Luke 23: 21). 

1s. That it is fickle, and to build upon it 
is unwise. 

16. 2 Corinthians 11 : 25. 


17, By going back into Lystra, after the 
men of that city had stoned him to apparent 
death. 


18. Acts 20: 24. 
19. Stephen’s (Acts 7 : 54-60). 


i 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “THIS WAY OUT.” 

Discussion: Name some present-day 
problems confronting a fellow trying to 
do Christian service. Give the boys an 
opportunity to tell briefly how they have 
been able to solve such problems. 


Objective: Finding God’s way. 











AY, fellows, you will see it in the sub- 

way Stations and other crowded and 
confusing places, that welcome sign: 
Tuis Way Out. Especially will you be 
glad to see it if you are a stranger in 
that place; it was put there mainly for 
your benefit. Paul and Barnabas and 
Peter, and some other servants of God, 
were in an uncomfortable situation and 
they wanted to find the way out. It was 
one of those baffling problems of Chris- 
tian statesmanship, where honest opinions 
were diametrically opposed—a problem 
to which the disciples were strangers, for 
they had not been that way before. 
They were looking for the. “Turs Way 
Our” sign, and they found it—and got 
out. And there was great rejoicing 
among the Antioch Christians. James 





was the man who pointed to the way out. 
His speech recorded in Acts 15: 13-21 is 
a masterpiece of consecrated common 
sense. It was a crisis in the Church’s 
infant days, and a false step doubtless 
would have been disastrous. 

Now, fellows, stake down this one fact 
if we get nothing else out of the un- 
raveling of that tangle: There’s always a 
way out of any difficulty, or a way 
through, or over—if you are seeking 
“first the kingdom of God,” and not to 
gratify your own selfish ends or pride. 
Think that down to the bone —then test 
it. Ninety-nine times out of a hundred, 
where Christians can’t work together 
without a fuss, it is a case of selfishness 
or unsurrendering pride. One need never 
surrender a principle, but every day we 
must surrender something of se/f for the 
sake of harmony and progress. You fel- 
lows know how that works on a baseball 
team. A man must forget himself in the 
_ of the success of the whole out- 

t. 
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Now, those “certain of the ... Phari- 
sees which believed”-were doubtless hon- 
est in their contentions, but they eame 
into the council and listened to the tes- 
timony of Peter and Paul and Barnabas 
as to the operations of the Holy Spirit 
among the Gentiles; then they heard 
James’ wise suggestion, and like good 
sports decided to meet their opponents 
half way to promote the good of the 
whole cause. It was the way out, and 
they were not so blinded by pride and 
conceit that they could not see it and take 
it. And the churches grew and were 
multiplied. 

Remember this, fellows, next time you 
are in a hole, —there’s a way out, but you 
are likely, nay, you are sure, to miss it 
if you are thinking entirely of yourself, 
or bent upon having your own way, to 
the exclusion of every other interest. The 
way out is usualy via the self-forgetful 
route—the highway whose _ sign-posts 





spell “OTHERS.” 
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Lesson 17. July 26. 


the truth: for he shall not 











The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association ; 
God the Holy Spirit: His Ministry. Romans 8: 1-27 


Golden Text.—Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you into all 

eak from himself; but what thing's soever he shall hear, these 

shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you the things that are to come. 

rify me: for he shall take of mine, and shall declare it unto you. All things whatsoever 

the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he taketh of mine, and shall declare it 
unto you.—John 16: 13-15 


He shal! 














Lesson Calendar 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 
18. Aug. 2—Man: His Creation 
Genesis 1 : 26-31; 2:7, 18-25 
Golden Text: 1 Corinthians 11:7 
19. Aug. 9.—Man: His Fall 
Genesis 3 : 1-24; Romans § : 12-14 
Golden Text: Romans 5: 12 
20. Aug. 16.—Satan: His Personality and 
POCEE. cvececsnvicssegeccises Matthew 4: 1-11 
Golden Text: Revelation 12:9 
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How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


HE law dispensation continued to the 

very hour of the death of Christ 
(John 1:17; Gal. 3:14), and since the 
present peculiar and varied ministries of 
the Spirit could not have begun until the 
Pentecostal advent, there is imperative 
need that the relationships belonging to 
the past age shall in no wise be made 
the basis of doctrine which is applicable 
to this age. The experience of the dis- 
ciples and the relationships which ob- 
tained before the death of Christ con- 
tribute little to the precise form of “pres- 
ent truth” (2 Pet. 1:12). It is there- 
fore obvious that no other believers of 
this dispensation are called to the same 
progressive experience as that of the dis- 
ciples; but, on the contrary, the experi- 
ence of all other believers will, of neces- 
sity, be wholly within the limits of that 
which characterizes the present age. The 
present ministries of the Spirit, taken to- 
gether, form>a perfect system, or whole, 


| which is wonderfully adjusted to the 
| peculiar facts of salvation by grace and 





the believer’s life under grace. The day 
of Pentecost with all its provisions for 
this age has “fully come” (Acts 2:1), 
and that day marks the new grace-minis- 
tries of the Spirit. These are seven: 


I, As tHE ONE Who REsTRAINS 
THE Wor.Lp 


The fact and force of this ministry 
rest upon but one passage of Scripture, 
in which the Spirit is said to be restrain- 
ing the lawlessness of the world until 
he (the Restrainer) be taken out of the 
way (2 Thess. 2:7). It is believed that 
the Spirit is the Restrainer since the re- 
straining work is evidently undertaken 
by one of the Persons of the Godhead 
and the Spirit is the active power of God 
in the world during this age. The con- 
text indicates that Satan’s permitted 
manifestations which are a part of the 
Great Tribulation are restrained by the 


Spirit until he will have finished his work 
in the world and is taken out of the way. 


II. As THE ONE Wuo REPROVES 
THE WorLD — 


Again the scope of an important minis- 
try of the Spirit is limited to the state- 
ment of one passage (John 16: 7-11). This 
ministry likewise is to the whole world. 
The reproving of the world is more than 
a mere deepening of personal sorrow for 
sin; it is an indivisible threefold enlight- 
ment of the Satan-blinded mind (2 Cor. 
4:3, 4) in respect to sin, righteousness, 
and judgment. The sin is that of un- 
belief in the Saviour, the righteousness is 
that righteousness which is from God 
and is upon all who believe (Rom. 1: 
16, 17; 3:22; 4:5), the judgment is that 
finished work of Christ which is past, 
whereby he suffered in our place. 


III. As THE ONE Wao REGENERATES 


By the regenerating power of the 
Spirit, the one who exercises saving faith 
in Christ passes immediately from spir- 
itual death to spiritual life, is made a 
partaker of the divine nature, Christ is 
begotten in him the hope of glory, God 
legitimately becomes his Father, and he 
becomes the legitimate child of God, an 
heir of God, and a joint-heir with Christ. 


IV. As tHe OnE Wao INDWELLS 


This ministry of the Spirit, which was 
the theme of the last lesson, is one of 
the most vital facts concerning the Chris- 
tian (John 7: 37-39; Rom. 5:5; 8:9; 
1 Cor. 2:12; 6:17; Gal. 4:6). 


V. As THE ONE WHo BaptizEs 


Not only is the divine life in the be- 
liever through the indwelling Spirit, but 
the believer is so vitally joined to the 
Lord by the baptism with the Spirit (1 
Cor. 12:13; 6:17; Gal. 3: 27) that he is 
said to be “in Christ.’ To be in Christ 
is to have been taken out of the old crea- 
tion in Adam and placed eternally in the 
new creation in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). 
Christ becomes the new Federal Head 
and all that Christ is or has done is im- 
puted to the believer. As a branch is 
grafted into the vine, or a member might 
be joined to a body, so the believer is 
vitally joined to Christ by the baptism 
with the Spirit. According to Scripture 
usage, that which has power to receive 
into itself, to impart its own qualities, or 
to exercise a controlling influence, has 
power to baptize, and such baptism se- 
cures an abiding position and union. The 
believer is brought eternally under the 
limitless influence of Christ by the bap- 
tism with the Spirit, and the baptism 





is common to all believers. 


with the Spirit being a part of salvation | 
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Lesson for July 26 
Acts 15 : 1-35 


VI. As tat Ont Wao Seats 

Every child of God has been sealed by 
the Spirit unto the day of redemption (2 
Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13; 4:30). The 
Spirit himself is the Seal and his pres- 
ence speaks of divine ownership and of 
eternal security. wl 

It may be concluded that the Spirit’s 
ministries in regenerating, indwelling, 
baptizing, and sealing are wrought for 
the Christian when he believes, and form 
the very structure of his salvation, and 
since these blessings are never abrogated 
they are never wrought a second time. 


VII. As tHE ONE Wao Frits 


The filling with the Spirit is unto 
Christian experience, power, and service. 
In contrast to the once-for-all regener- 


_ ating, indwelling, baptizing, and sealing, 


there are many fillings (Acts 2:4; 4:8, 
31; 6:3, 5; 7:55; 11:24; 13:9). Ac- 
cording to the one great command (Eph. 
5:18), the believer is to be “getting 
filled” continuously. To be filled with 
the Spirit is to have the Spirit fulfilling 
in the heart and life all that he came into 
that life to do. It is not to acquire more 
of the Spirit, but, rather, that the Spirit 
acquires more of the believer. To be 
filled with the Spirit is to be a normal, if 
not a usual, Christian. The Spirit came 
to do all that he does in filling, hence he 
needs not to be implored; he is imploring 
the unadjusted believer that every hin- 
drance may be removed. 

The Spirit’s filling results in certain 
manifestations: (1) Christ-like charac- 
ter—the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5: 
22, 23); (2) Christian service—the ex- 
ercise of a gift (1 
12: 3-8; Eph. 4: 7-11; 2 Tim. 1:6). (3) 
the Spirit’s teaching (John 16:13; 1 Cor. 
2:9, 10; 1 John 2:27); (4) true praise 
and thanksgiving (Eph. 5: 18-20); (5) 
the Spirit’s leading (Rom, 8:14; Acts 
13: 2; Gal. 5:18); (6) the Spirit actual- 
izes the unseen (John 16: 13-15; Rom. 8: 


16) ; and (7) the Spirit intercedes (Rom. | 


Spirituality does not consist in nega- 
tives only. We are not spiritual because 
we do not do worldly things. Spiritual- 
ity is a vital output, or accomplishment in 
and h the believer from the in- 
dwelling Spirit. 

To be filled with the Spirit, it is re- 
quired that all sin shall be confessed (1 
John 1:9; Eph. 4:30); the whole life 
shall be surrendered to him (Rom, 6: 13; 
12:1; 1 Thess. 5:19); and that there 
shall be moment-by-moment reliance upon 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:16). 

Datras, TEx. 
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For Primary Téachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


E HAVE had three lessons about 
the Holy Spirit. Our Bible teaches 
us that he is a Person. He came to the 


one hundred and twenty on the day of | 


Pentecost (Acts 2). : 

Last Sunday we learned that he is our 
Teacher and helps us to understand the 
Bible. He is our Guide to lead us in 
God’s way. 

To-day we will notice how the Holy 
Spirit worked in the life of the greatest 
missionary who. ever lived. 

Paul was once a little boy, like the 
boys here in class this morning. His 
parents were noble people and very proud 
people. They sent Paul to the - finest 
teachers, for they wanted him to be a 
business man. When he was about twelve 
years of age his parents sent him up to 
Jerusalem to the well-known teacher, 
Gamaliel (Acts 22:3): 

Every Jewish boy, rich or poor, was 
taught a trade. Paul was taught the 
trade of tent making (Acts 18:3). 

He was a young man in Jerusalem 
when the Christians were going about 
teaching and preaching Jesus Christ. 
(Tell of his leading in the persecution 
and of his conversion. Stress the work of 
the Holy Spirit in his conversion.) 

As soon as he was saved he began to 
preach. The Jews were angry because 
he had accepted Jesus, and they tried to 
kill him. God’s Spirit guided him and 
Srengtnnes him to stand true to Jesus 

rist. 

At Antioch one day a group of men of 
the Church were in a prayer-meeting 
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and the Holy Spirit told them to call 
Paul and Barnabas and send them out as 
missionaries. The Holy Spirit called out 
the first missionary (see Acts 13). 

As Paul went from place to place the 
Holy Spirit was teaching him how to 
preach and many men and women, boys 
and girls were saved. 

He loved to tell of what Jesus had 
done for him, He had saved him when 
he was a murderer. 

He wrote many of the books in the 
New Testament. We want to read some 
verses from a letter he wrote to the 
church at Rome. In it Paul tells us how 
we may know that we truly belong to 
Jesus. “For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” 
(Rom, 8: 14-17). 

We are each members of a family. 


| Father and mother and children make up 


Cor. 12: 4-31; Rom. ! 





a family. 

When we accept Jesus as our Saviour, 
God becomes our Father and we are 
God’s children, so you see we belong to 
God’s family. And did you know that 
God loves usas dearly as his own precious 
Son Jesus? He loves us to look up into 
his face and call him Father (Rom. 8: 


15). 

The Holy Spirit tells us what we ought 
to pray for, and we cannot pray wrong 
when we listen to him. He helps us every 
day. “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God.” 
Let us hide this verse in our hearts. 


Memory Verses 
Romans 8: 28. 
Fort WortH, Tex. 


| Children at Home 











Billy’s and Bobby’s 
Surprise Afternoon 
By Miss M. Fielder 


7 seers dear, we cannot take you 
with us, but I am sure you will have 
a good time at home. Just as soon as we 
are out of sight run up to the attic and 
look behind the blue chest,” said mother 
as she took her seat in the waiting auto- 
mobile and rode away with Daddy- 
doctor. 

Billy smiled and waved good-bye. 
Mother had never failed him, and, al- 
though he did not want to stay at home, 
there must be something pretty nice up in 
the dim old attic. He would go and see. 

Up the two flights of stairs he ran, 
Straight to the southwest corner, where 
stood grandfather’s blue seachest, then, 
“Boo!” cried a merry voice, and up 
jumped his next-door neighbor. 

“Why-ee, Bobby,” said Billy. 

“I’m your one-o’clock surprise,” re- 
turned his small chum gaily; “and there’s 
lots more of them—see!” and he held 
out a slip of paper. “Read it.” 

And Billy read: 

“At half-past one Billy and Bobby 
will find a surprise in the barn. Two 
o’clock run down to the grape arbor. At 
half past two go up the hill as far as 
the sugar maple. Half after three look 
under the reddest red cushion in the 
hammock. Mother.” 

“Oh, oh, oh!” cried Billy. 

“Oh, oh, oh!” cried Bobby. “How can 
we wait until half-past one?” 

“Let’s go downstairs and listen for the 
cuckoo,” said Billy. 

Bobby agreed, and as soon as they 
heard the short, sharp notes of the tiny 
bird, they raced each other to the barn. 

Within the wide open door they found 
Jim the gardener, who told them to 
follow him. And there in the hay, cud- 
dled down, half asleep, was a roly-poly 
puppy dog. 

“Oh, where did he come from?” cried 
mv dropping down on his knees beside 


im. 

“Your father brought him last night, 
and you may play with him for half an 
hour,” said Jim. 

“We'll take turns holding him,” said 
Billy to his little chum. 

“Alright,” said Bobby, 


(Continued on the next page) 


| 


‘that holds them back 





* 449 





Just give me 5 minutes of your time 
and | will prove to you that almost 
: every man possesses the natural gift 
fey of powerful speech. | willshow you 
how to bring out this ““hidden knack 
how to overcome stage fright, self- 
consciousness, timidity, bashfulness. 
You can do all this quickly and 
easily by giving me cnly 15 minutes 
in the privacy of your home. 


AMAZING 5 MINUTE TEST PROVES 
7 Men out of 9 have this" Hidden Knack." ] 


ESTS have shown that seven men 
out of every nine possess the nat- 
ural gift which makes men rich. 
But few realize that keeping this knack 
idden is the thing 


It Takes Only 15 Minutes a Day 


Give me fifteen minutes a day for 
only a few weeks and I will guarantee to 
make you a forceful, convincing and im- 
pressive speaker — or 





when others, of lesser 


What 15 Minutes 


it will not cost you a 
single penny. I'll show 


ability, get what they ° you how to make 
want by the sheer - pv - ill yourself the dominating 
power of speech ow rou figure in any gathering; 
alone. I'll show you | How to address business ineetings how to speak with 


how to bring out. this 
powerful “ knack” and 
use it to quickly gain 
advancement in posi- 
tion and salary, popu- 
larity, leadership, suc- 
cess, 


A Secret That Has 
Made Men Rich 


Cpportunity follows 





How to propose and respond to toasts 
How to make a political speech 

How to tell entertaining stories 

How to write better letters 

How to enlarge your vocabulary 

How to develop self-confidence 

How to acquire a winning personality 
How to strengthen your will-power 
How to be the master of any situation 


confidence and force 
in business conferences, 
at banquets, in the 
lodge hall, at public 
gatherings, on the lec- 
ture platform. 


This FREE Test 
Will MeasureY our 
“Hidden Knack” 


There is a simple, 








the man who can talk 
impressively and convincingly.. When 
there ‘is a big, important, high-salaried 
position to be filled, he is chosen while 
often men of greater ability are passed 
by unnoticed. 


In every line of business the big jobs 
go to the man who can dominate and 
control others; the man who can sway 
others and bend them to his will, 
whether it be one man or an audience of 
thousands. 


How Easy for Anyone to 
Become a Powerful Speaker 


Thousands of men have found it 
amazingly easy to quickly become pow- 
erful speakers. A few surprisingly simple, 
easy to remember principles can readily 
be gr in a few minutes each day. 
Anyone can do it. You have often felt 
something within you demand expres- 
sion. That is the “hidden knack” 
which causes an unknown to jump to 
the head of a great business ; an obscure 
salesman to suddenly rise to the desk of 
salesmanager ; a bashful, timid man to be- 
come a popular after-dinner speaker and 
platform lecturer. 


easy, five minute test 
by which you can discover whether 
you possess this “hidden knack” that 
has made men rich. It will show you 
how this natural ability can be brought 
out by my unusual scientific training. 
How it can be used to quickly win you 
salary increases, business advancement 
and popularity. 
you will fill in and mail the coupon 
below, I will send you this astonishing 
test FREE. Test your own ability—the 
results will astound you. But, send to- 
day before this offer is discontinued. It 
may be the biggest step toward ad- 
vancement and success that you will ever 
make. 


North American Institute 
3601 MICHIGAN AVENUE 


Dept. 125 C CHICAGO, ILL, 
See ee ee 
| NORTH AMERICAN INSTITUTE H 
gs 3601 Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. Dept. 125 C ‘ 
4 Please send me your FREE TEST and ful § 
8 information about your amazing new method # 
8 of learning Public Speaking. ‘This request 8 
° places me under no obligation of any kind. ‘ 
é y 
g NAME... eee eee ee tt wees H 
a a 
B® ADDRESS. «ww ccc cve sr ervnene ry 
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reinvest the money. 


DON O. SHELTON, President 


Investment Without Care 


There are cares connected with nearly every 
form of investment. At one time changed con- 
ditions affect the security, at another the security 
matures or is “called,” making it necessary to 
There is also the constant 
necessity of cutting and collecting coupons. 


All of these cares are 
avoided by investing in 


National Bible Institute Annuity Bonds 


1.— The security behind them is the highest type of im- 
proved, income-producing New York Real Estate used 
for Christian Education and Mission work. 


2.— The annual return which corresponds to interest on 
bonds is extremely liberal and continues during life. 

3.— Checks covering annuity payments are regularly 
mailed at each semi-annual period without any 
trouble to the holder of the bonds. : 


Beyond all, the money is constantly at work 
extending the Gospel at home and abroad. 


For rates and detailed information address : 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 


330-348 West 55th St., New York City 





HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 





now on forei 


Hope Mission, 
year-round Outdoor 


In the National Bible Institute’s schools young men and young 

women are being thoroughly trained for efficient Christian 
service in America and in foreign lands. 
mission fields, under thirty-five different Missionary 
Boards. The Institute’s aggressive evangelistic crusade includes nightly 
evangelistic meetings in three Missions in New York and in the Yale 
New Haven, Conn. The Institute conducts an all-the- 


Nearly 300 graduates are 








doors, 4,363 ev 
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New York. In sons. 
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the Institute, with an aggregate attendance of 550,907. 
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Large or Small Rooms 
As Occasion Demands 
Wik Wilson Sectionfold Partitions a large room 
can be easily and quickly subdivided into several 


small ones, suitable for mectings and classes of various 
sizes. Adaptable to old buildings as well as new. 


Send for 40 page Catalog No. 24 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 


BSTABLIHED 1876 
55 East 36th Street New York City 


Offices in all principal cities 























Pure and Wholesome 


Keeps The Skin Clez 


Soap, Ointment, Talcum sold everywhere. 









In ordering goods or in making wnquiry concern- 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times 
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“What is his name, Jim?” asked 
Billy. 

“You will have to think up one for 
him,” answered Jim. 

“I'd like to call him Jim-Jin, if you 
don’t mind, ’cause I like you so much,” 
said Billy earnestly. 

“You certainly may. Thank you, Lad- 
die,” returned the gardener, with a jolly 
laugh. 

At that moment the puppy wagged his 
mite of a tail, and Bobby said it was be- 
cause he liked his name. 

What a gay half hour that was, boys 
and puppy dog rolling and tumbling 
about in the soft hay. 

When Jim called “Two o'clock,” Billy 
and Bobby patted Jim-Jim good-bye and 
ran away to the grape arbor, where they 
found a small round table spread for a 
picnic feast. Oh, the jolly chicken sand- 
wiches, heart-shaped frosted cookies, and 
tall glasses of lemonade! 

“Tt was great,” said Bobby, when the 
last crumb had been eaten; the half-past 
two surprise can’t be a bit better.” 

“No, but it’ll be good,” said Billy con- 
fidently ; “let’s listen for the chimes down 
town.” 

“Alright,” said Bobby. 

Pretty soon came the welcome sound, 
and they sped up the hill to the sugar 
maple. There they found two white 
boxes. One was marked with Bobby’s 
name, and the other with Billy’s. 

When Bobby opened his box he found 
a big red balloon, and Billy a big yellow 
one. 

“Goody !” cried Bobby. 

“Hurrah!” cried Billy. 

They were the gayest and the very 
nicest balloons that ever went up and up 
and up. So thought Bobby and Billy. 

When Jim whistled and called “Hello,” 
they knew it was time for the last sur- 
prise. . 

In the porch hammock, under the red- 
dest red cushion, they found a blue-and- 
white striped bag of lollypops,— two for 


Bobby and two for Billy. 

Swinging back and forth, with the 
sugar lollys held close in small chubby 
hands, Billy said to Bobby between bites: 


“Every surprise was good,— wasi't 
it?” 
“Great,” agreed Bobby. 
CAMBRIDGE. 
ye 


The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 








ACROSS 


1. Israel 

5. What Moses used to produce water. 

7. Connected with 23 down 

11. A prophet 

13. One of Ruth’s husbands 

14. Added to a letter 

16. Vessels used in the temple 

18. Applied science 

19. Prefix meaning “from” 

20. Exclamation of disgust 

22. Famous ancient city 

24. Mother of a good king of Judah 

25. Father of giants 

27. Speedy 

28. Superscription on the Cross (abbreviation) 

29. A certain high priest (possessive) 

31. A college degree 

32. One divorced in the time of Ezra 

34. What the Bible is 

36. Intermittent fever 

38. Town captured by Joshua 

39. City where David reigned thirty-three 
years 

40. To proceed 

41. Commanded 

42. One of Jacob’s wives 

44. A ship’s officer 

4s. Gaelic for John 

47. A prophet 

49. A famous gleaner 

so. The owner of a threshing-floor 

52. To acquiesce to 

54. What is left in the grate 

55. To speak softly 

57. Priest connected with Hannah’s story 

58. To exist 

so. A vegetable (plural) 

60. An English school 

62. Yttrium (abbreviation) 

63. Unfruitful 

65. Opposite to 40 across 

67. A family returned from captivity with 
Ezra 

68 A good king of Judah 

69. Father-in-law of Caiaphas 


DOWN 


1. The home of Simon the tanner 
2. Chartered accountant (abbreviation) 
3. Lively play (beheaded) 

4- Favor, blessing 

6. King of Bashan 
7 
9 


. Part of the verb “to act” 
. Christ, 

ters) 

10. Where Paul’s disciples met him on the 
way to Rome 

12. Move about 

13. Reared 

15. In good mental health 

17. To close suddenly 

18. An ancient king (omit first letter) 

19. Beginning of a patriarch’s name 

21. Type of infirm people healed by Christ 

23. People to whom Paul wrote a letter 

24. A queen of England 

26. Last city mentioned as belonging to tribe 
of Benjamin 

28. A district south of the Dead Sea 

30. Material used in making gloves, shoes. 

32, The father of Shammah (possessive, 2 
Sam. 23). 

33. One of the twelve tribes 

35. Before 

36. For whom Christ died 

37. An Old Testament man who stood testing 

41. Hebrew unit of measure. 

43. Greek goddess 

44.°To contemplate 

4s. Name of flower commonly called “Blue 
Flag” 


Alpha and Omega (English let- 








46. Part of the neck 
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48. To depend 

49. A Jewish teacher 

so. A son of Simeon 

51. What some disciples left to follow Christ 
53. A receiver of a New Testament letter 
ss. A dam 

56. A roster 

59. Prefix meaning “before” 

61. Not (prefix) 

63. Part of verb “to be” 

64. Like 

66. Two letters of word “pen” 


Answer to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest | 





Grade Only. Established 1827. 








Main Office and Works *°"Mus.°"” 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville. Dallas 











PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Piates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Par* Fisce: 
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BRON ZETIBLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams. inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 
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Lesson for July 26 
Acts 15 : 1-35 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 26 


The Progress and Achievements of the 
Negro in America 


(Psa. 40 : 1-5; Prov. 22 : 29) 





Mon.—Progress in education (Prov. 1: 


1-9). 

Tues.—Eager learners (Acts 8 : 26-40). 

Wed.—Progress in industry (Prov. 10: 
1-16). 

Thurs.—Progress in religion (2 Tim. 3: 

. 14°17). . . . 

Fri.—Progress in citizenship (Isa. 11: 
I-10). 

Sat.—Progress in self-respect (Rom. 13: 
1-8) 




















‘' What are America’s obligations to the 
negro? 


What progress has the negro made since 
the Civil War? 


What agencies help the negro’s progress? 
How? 


N THE old slave days there was @ 

colored man who was a faithful Chris- 
tian, and whose master often tried to dis- 
turb his faith. One day the master said 
to him, “Sam, aren’t you afraid the Devil 
will get you?” . 

“No, massa, not a bit afraid he'll git 
me. 
“But,” said the master, “isn’t the Devil 
much stronger than you?” 

“Oh, yes, massa, Debil’s much stronger 
dan me.” : 

“Well, then, doesn’t the Devil ever get 
after you?” 

“Yes, he often gits after me.” 

“But aren’t you afraid he will get 
you?” 

“No, massa.” 

“Why not, if he is so much stronger 
than you?” 


“Because, massa, soon as ah sees de|’ 


Debil gittin’“after me, ah simply look up 
and say, ‘Lawd, look after yore prop- 
erty.’ An’ ah believe de Lawd am able 
to look after his property.” 

The old negro, in a special sense, was 
God’s property, for he was serving him 
as Lord, but he unconsciously voiced an- 
other truth that men sometimes forget. 
God, as our. creator, has a sovereign 
property right in all men equally, with- 
out color, class, or distinction. “It is 


-he that hath made -us, and not we our- 


selves” (Psa. 100: 3). 

Weill may America keep in mind that, 
in dealing with the negre,; she is touch- 
ing God’s property and only from him 
can she learn what course of action 
will be the best for the black man, and 
for her own future. 

ye 


America has placed at the disposal of 


‘the negro educational institutions and 


means whereby he may enjoy her citizen- 
ship, her freedom, and many other priv- 
ileges which make for his temporal wel- 
fare. But, unless she gives him that 
which will lift him spiritually and which 
will transform his life, all these tem- 
poral things will but drive the white and 
the black race farther from that har- 


EVOLUTION and 


By the late W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Many books consider the facts (or 
lack of facts) of Evolution, but this 
booklet takes up its devastating effects 
on both faith and conduct. 

Chapters on The History and Mean- 
ing of Evolution, and its bearing on 
Christianity; Creation, Man, Religion, 
History, Christ, Sin and Redemption. 
A booklet for widespread distribution, 
25c each, or $2.50 a doz. The Sun- 
day School Times Co., Philadelphia. 
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mony and unity which God has in his 
plan for them. 

Perhaps no surer way can the white 
man influence his black brother than by 
his example. In the old slave days, the 
negro’s simple trust in God and the Bible 
taught his earthly masters many les- 
sons. To-day the black man is look- 
ing to the white man as never before. 
What shall he see of the white man’s 
belief in the Bible and his trust in God? 
It will not depend so much on what the 
white man says he believes, the thing that 
will count will be what the negro sees 
that he believes, through his actions. It 
will be useless for the white man to pro- 
fess his belief in Christ if his attitude 
toward his black brother is unchristlike. 

$8 


In a recent article in the Saturday 
Evening Post, the passing of great es- 
tablishments maintained by well-to-do 
families, and the increasing apartment 
and hotel life among those who have the 
means to live otherwise were lamented. 
One of the chief reasons for the “decline” 
‘was given as the servant problem. Men 
and women have lost the art of treating 
their servants in a way that will engender 
loyalty and faithfulness, it was claimed. 

A great company of the negro race in 
‘America are to-day helping not only in 
the homes of the rich, but in thousands 
of modest homes all over the land. What 
are they learning from their employers, 


—love or hatred? 


The negro problem is still.a great one, 
but with God there is no problem if his 
Word is given free course in. the heart 
of both the black man and the white man, 
and the love of the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the mainspring of all their relation- 
ships. Nothing short of love can bring 
the black race and the white race into 
harmony with God’s will for them, — the 
love of God himself who gave his Son 
for all, the love of both the black man 
and white man toward God, and the love 
of one toward the other, whereby all 
men know that they are his. : 


What are my own personal obligations to 
the negro? 

What have I done to fulfill them? 

Have I shown the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in my contact with the negroes in 
my own community? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Girls’ Problems of To-Day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 


Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


My Dear Mother Ruth: I am a Junior in 
high school. When I graduate I wish to 
become a missionary. Can you give me in- 
formation as to how to go about becoming 
one? Does one have to attend a special 
school for missionaries? 

God will watch over me, if I decide to be 
a missionary, and carry me ‘through, as he 
always does. Please direct me, Mother Ruth, 
because both you and I are—LOVERS OF 
THE LORD JESUS. 


M* DEAR GIRL: First I want to say 
how glad I am that you are thinking 
about going into life to live for others, 
just what Jesus would have you do. Be 
sure you talk to him daily about it, and 
do not choose yourself what path you 
would like to take, but wholly lean on his 
wisdom, and follow his guidance! “Hu- 
man wisdom is sure‘to err,” but if you 
know God’s mind for you, you will be 
fitted into the place he has for you. 

Yes, it is better for you to go to a Bible 
School to get your training for the work 
of a missionary. There are so many good 
ones now, in so many of our large cities, 
that you are sure to be greatly helped, 
if you select one that is true to the Bible 
and to the faith we love. 

He is so good to watch over us, if we 
will let him, isn’t he? How he loves to 
care for his children! How full of 
thought for us is his holy Word! Keep 
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"THERE is no finer car in the 
entire realm of automobiles 
than the durable Dagmar. This 
rfectly balanced car, built with 
tandard equipment throughout, 
is moderately priced. 


The Dagmar is easily sold, one agent 
having already sold more than a hun- 
dred, There is an opportunity for one 
man in every community to establish a 
profitable, dignified business as a dis- 
tributor of this high-grade car. 


In the smaller communities this work 








BE A DISTRIBUTOR FOR THE BEAUTIFUL 


DAgMAL 





THE M. P. MOLLER MOTOR CAR CO. 
HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 


can be successfully carried on in spare 
time. In the cities a large business can 
be established by full time effort. You 
may start as a Dagmar dealer in spare 
time, increasing your activities as you 
see it is profitable. Liberal commissions 
are paid. 


Only men who can supply the finest 
references as to business reliability and 
standing in the community need apply. 
The car for demonstration will be sup- 

lied on liberal terms and can quickly 
G paid for from the profits of your sales. 
Only one distributor in each community, 
So Write Now J 





If you are in- 
terested in buy- 
ing a Dagmar 

rite for terms 























close to him, and so be in his presence 
continually, that your soul shall feast on 
the “fat of the land,” as it were. 


For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 


Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


A Paragraph from the Rev. 
Joseph W. Kemp 


ie WAS a trifle more than eight years 
ago that our much beloved predecessor 
in this department, the Rev. Joseph W. 
Kemp, now a pastor in New Zealand, 
wrote the following helpful Introduction 
(lesson for July 1, 1917): 

Quite recently a friend called at the 
home of her pastor and said, “I am hun- 
gering so much for family worship; you 
have it here and I just love to join you in 
it.’ Too often parents have misjudged the 
younger members of their families and 
have thought that all half-grown children 
are impatient of the “time wasted” in 
daily Bible reading and prayers, Even 
were it so, it is hardly’ the thiag for 
fathers and mothers to be too much im- 
pressed by their children’s opinions. In 
this connection, however, I want to men- 
tion a girl of nineteen of whom Marion 
B. Knight told some time ago in the 
Christian Advocate. The girl said to her 
hostess at the close of a visit, “I wish 
we had prayers at home. They have been 
so helpful to me here, but papa says he 
can’t spare the time.” After all, do our 
children get all the sympathy and en- 
couragement in the struggles after the 
right that they might expect? 


July 20 to 26 


Mon.—Acts 15:1-6. The Dissension. 


Was it not quite natural that the great 
question of grace versus law, as touching 
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The famous sea-shore and camp- 
meeting resort of America has 
ordered many thousands of our 
new hymn book for this season. 


Hymns of the Living Gospel, No. 3 
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Choir Singers! 
Ministers! 


Is Your Voice 
Worthy of 
the Message? 


[t IS your solemn duty to cultivate your voice 
so that you can give praise to the Lord in 
fitting harmony and beauty. Whether you are 
singing the glorious old hymns or preaching the 
Word of God from your 
pulpit, a vigorous, clear, 
and beautiful voice is 
necessary to carry home 
your message. ou 
should have a beautiful 
voice to do your best 
work—to take your 
proper place in your 
community. 

Professor Feuchtinger, A.M., internationally 
famous as a voice teacher, has discovered a secret 
of scientific voice culture—the development of 
the Hyo-Glossus muscle. If this muscle in 
your throat is weak and undeveloped, your 
voice will be weak, harsh or shrill, and easily 
fatigued. The more you use your voice, the 
more you will strain all parts of the vocal 
mechanism. 


AGreat Improvement Assured 


Through Physical Voice Culture method you 
can improve your voice in volume and quality. 
Your strong, clear tones will become a constant 
source of inspiration to your congregation. If 
your voice does not double in beauty and 
quality, in your own opinion, we will refund 
your money. See what the Rev. J. R. Prioleau 
says about it: 

Dear Professor Feuchtinger : 

My voice is getting stronger and stronger. I 

can bring out a full tone that stirs my audi- 

ence. On the fourth Sunday of the month, I 

was preaching to about four hundred people, 

and when I had finished, the pastor said: 

‘*Reverend Prioleau is here with a great voice, 

He will be a Beecher! He will be a ‘laimadge! 

He will be aSpurgeon ! And he is only thirty 

years of age.” 

I can preach three times a day and feel like 
preaching four. My singing voice is develop- 
ing fast. I speak more powerfully. People say 
the Lord is in ever [thing | speak. 

REVEREND J. R. PRIOLEAU, 

26 N. Nassau St., Charleston, S. C. 





‘*While in Illinois among old friends and ac- 
quaintances from whom I had been absent for 
nearly two years I was asked several times to 
preach. I did so and was showered with words 
of praise. lt was said that coming South had 
done me so much good. It was also said that 
1 was developing ingo a great preacher. 1 un- 
derstood, but they did not, that it was just a 
change of voice due to ye method.”” 
C. G. MASON, Jackson, Mich. 


Develop Your Voice 

Your voice can be developed, too. 
Sabina Leipheimer’s letter. 
cultivate a beautiful voice. 


My Dear Instructor : 
I have great faith in your course for two rea- 
sons : First, because it has improved my voice 
and given me more confidence in myself,which 
I lacked. Second, your advertisement came 
a@s a direct answer to prayer. Now 1 feel that 
lam belping more in_ my choir work. 
SABINA LEIPHEIMER, Sharon, Pa. 


This Book 
Free To You 


Mail the coupon below 
and receive free Professor 
Feuchtinger’s valuable 
book ‘Physical Voice Cul- 
ture.”” Do not hesitate to 
ask. Professor Feuchtinger 
is anxious to send you 
his book. It tells you 
all about his wonderful 
method and the marvelous 
results obtained by those 
who have taken this training. 

Mail the COUPON at once. 
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PERFECT VOICE INSTITUTE 
1922 Sunnyside Ave., Studio B-476, Chicago, Ill. 
Dear Mr. Feuchtinger: Will 7 lease send me 
a copy of your new free book “ Physical Voice 
Culture.” } understand that thisis free and that 
there is no obligation on my part. | am interested in 
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circumcision, should first be raised, at 
least in considerable proportions, in the 
church in Antioch, “the mother church 
of Gentile Christianity”? Do you know 
of any to-day who say that salvation is 
impossible apart from .“doing”’? Have 
you ever said it? 

Prayer Succestions: “In our church 
we have meee prayer bands of six 
ladies each. We meet the first Monday 
of each month, Our subjects for prayer 
are selected from the church calendar.” 
Can you wonder at the spiritual fervor 
in that Alabama church? Pray for the 
formation of similar bands in many 
churches. 


Tues—Acts 15:7-12, Peter’s Judgment. 


The question at issue was vitally im- 
portant, because the one circumcised be- 
came obligated thereby to keep the whole 
law. (See Gal. 5:3.) “It was not then 
the mere yoke of burdensome ceremonies, 
but of an obligation which, the more 
earnest and spiritual men became, the 
more impossible they felt it to fulfill” 
(David Brown). 

Prayer SuGcEsTIoNsS: Another prayer 
band report (from Ohio): “Our pastor 
seemed to think that our prayer band 
had a large influence in bringing these 
twenty-five into the church, and it was 
sa influence that brought our band into 
being.” Why not one or more home 
prayer bands in your church? 


Wed.—Acts 15: 13-21. James’ Judgment. 


Peter’s judgment was given in verses 
8 to 11, and James’ in verses 13 to 20. 
The two were in perfect agreement. Sco- 
field calls James’ argument the most im- 
portant passage, dispensationally, in the 
New Testament, because of its so clearly 
setting forth “the divine purpose for this 
age, and for the beginning of the next” 
(Scofield Reference Bible). 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: This sentence 
from Michigan: “One hundred and five 
decisions for Christ. Folks flocked to the 
altar from all parts of the auditorium, 
white tears of joy filled many eyes.” 
Praise God for many such encouraging 
reports, Multitudes are longing for the 
“old time power.” Keep praying. 
Thurs.—Acts 15 : 22-31. 

The Letter to Antioch. 


What joy that letter must have brought 
to the Christians at Antioch, sent as it 
was by “the Holy Ghost, and... us,” 
“the One inwardly guiding” to the de- 
cision, “the other, the external ecclesias- 
tical authority” embracing and conveying 
it; and the decision, itself of monumental 
importance, freeing believers of an un- 
bearable bondage (see v. 10). 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: From a western 
correspondent: “I am sixty-five years old. 
Was converted fifty-three years ago, and 
have just won DEFINITELY my first soul 
to Christ. Oh, the joy! I wave to tell 
you about it. Am. praying for a world- 
wide revival.” Are you a soul-winner? 
And are you, too, praying for revival? 
Fri.—Epnesians 2:1-10. Saved by Grace. 


In the death of Christ the debt created 
by sin was completely paid, thereby mak- 
ing salvation unqualifiedly free “to as 
many as received him.” Study clause by 
clause the entire reading, especially verses 
8 to 10, remembering that “grace” is 
God’s wholly unmerited favor offered in 
mercy to wrath-deserving sinners through 
the free gift of his sinless Son. Have 
you experienced salvation ? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
mountain work of Evangelist Norman H. 
Camp in the’ South (Johnson City, 
Tenn.); also for his Gospel and tract 
distribution, particularly for the “Way 
of Life” tract. Pray for all evangelists, 
all tract and Bible houses, all rural agen- 
cies of evangelism. 

Sat.—Romans 5: 12-21. Abounding Grace. 


Read also verses 3 to 5 of the preced- 
ing chapter, then read and re-read the 
“almost unbelievable” statements of to- 
day’s chapter. The deeper the conscious- 
ness of our utter unworthiness (“for all 
have sinned”), the more marvelous do 
these declarations become. Are we sim-’ 
ple enough to joyfully accept them at 
their face value? 


dear saints who have long borne “the 
burden and heat of the day.” Especially 
pray for any who may be lonely or m 
temporal need, and for those who because 
of physical suffering yearn to be at rest. 
Pray for EvERY afflicted saint. 


Justified by Faith. 


Justification by faith is wondrously two- 
sided: negative, saved not only “from 
wrath” (v. 9), but from sin, from spir- 
itual despair, from death; and positive, 
saved unto life in Christ, unto good 
works, unto eternal union with God. Note 


Sun.—Romans 5: 1-9. 
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particularly that he who is thus saved is 
not saved to “continue in sin” (ch. 6), 
for he is both im and is kept by Christ. 
This is holiness. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
summer conferences, ministerial institutes, 
Gospel camp mectings, open air cam- 
paigns, union evangelistic meetings. Pray 
for Evangelists George T. Stephens, H. 
D. Kennedy, Robert E. Johnson, R. A. 
Torrey, F. E. Rueckert, O. M..:Temple, 
W. A. Sunday, Harry Clarke, W. E. 
Biederwolf, Mel Trotter, and others 
whose names you know, 





Prayer Succestions: Our Sunday! 
School Times family numbers many aged 
ones among its readers. Pray for these, 





owlmReadyfor§00 Men 





who can Earn #150 aWeek 


Take orders for this 
wonderful suit at 


$12.50 










Cc. E. COMER, 


President of the Comer 
Manufacturing om- 
Pany, wearing a Comer 
suit. Look at the style! 
Notice the fit! And the 
amazing low price! Think 
how easily you can sell hun- 
dreds of these suits. Mail 
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ig YOU are looking for the big chance — your real oppor- 
tunity to make money — this is it. 

and the vision to go after $500 to $1,000 a month profit for your- 
self, then you will realize that this is the one opportunity you 
have been looking for. 


If you have the ambition 


Stylish, Long Wearing Suit 
Now read this carefully. Get it! On the left is a 
picture of a suit of clothes. It’s a good suit of 
clothes — stylish — good looking. It fits. It holds 
its shape. The pattern is excellent. Thousands of 
men in your locality need this new, modern, sensible, 
low priced suit. 


Wears Like Iron! 


Listen! The treatment this suit will stand is al- 
most unbelievable. It is made entirely of a special 
cloth that is amazingly strong, durable, tough and 
long wearing. It is unaffected by treatment that 
would ruin an ordinary suit. 


Tremendous Demand 

And now we're making this wonder suit in tre- 
mendous quantities — not one at a time — but by the 
thousands. All that modern machinery and efficient 
methods can do to produce big value at small cost is 
applied in making the new Comer suit. 

And finally, we are using the same moderh ef- 
ficiency in selling it — direct from factory to wearer 
through our local representatives. The result is 
amazing. It brings this suit to the wearer at a price 
that is revolutionary—a price that everyone can 
afford to pay—a price that makes it the greatest 
clothing value in years. 


A Miracle Suit at the 
Amazing Price of $12.50 

Think. $12.50 for a good suit of clothes. You 
can see immediately that every man is a prospect. A 
million suits a year is our objective. Every com- 
munity in America is swarming with opportunities 
for sales. And now if you are interested ‘in making 
money we want to show you how you can make it. 
We are appointing men in every locality to represent 
us—to take orders: That’s all. We furnish all 


instructions. We deliver and collect. But we must 
have local representatives everywhere, through 
whom our customers can send us their orders. 


Experience is not necessary. We want men who are 
ambitious —industrious and honest. Men who can earn 
$30 or $40 a day without getting lazy — men who can make 
$1,000 a month and still stay on the job. If you are the 
right type—you may be a bookkeeper, a clerk, a factory 
worker, a mechanic, a salesman, a farmer, or a teacher, 
that makes no difference — the opportunity is here and we 
offer it to you. 


Complete Selling Outfit Sent Free 


If you want to make $10 to $20 a day, if you want a 
chance at this big money making opportunity, mail the 
coupon below. We will send you our complete selling 
outfit absolutely free. With it will come full instructions, 
samples, style book, order book, and everything you need 
to get started. ; 

7 Territories will be filled rapidly. Orders 
Write Today are now coming in a flood. Men are 
making money faster and easier than they even hoped. So 
don't delay. Don't send any money. Capital is not re- 
quired. Just fill out the coupon and mail it. 


C. E. Comer, Pres., THE COMER MFG. CO. 
Dept. SW-630 DAYTON, OHIO 
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C. E. Comer, Pres., The Comer Mfg. Co., Dept. SW-630, Dayton, Ohio 
Please,send at once complete selling outfit on your new $12.50 suit proposition that offers oppor- 
for a man without experience or Capi 


to earn as much as $1,000 a month. I understand that 
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